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2023 WEEK OF COMPASSION OFFERING 
 

Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee, and 
sustainable development mission fund of the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. 
For nearly 80 years, Week of Compassion has pursued its 
mission, working with partners to alleviate suffering 
throughout the world, with a vision of a world where God’s 
people transform suffering into hope.  

Hope and transformation, alleviation and relief— 
things that have been sorely lacking in our nations and world 
these last few years. Our neighbors, our churches, our 
families, our own individual spirits, still carry the fatigue of a global pandemic that saw millions 
of deaths and continues to be of wearying concern. International conflicts and a global climate 
crisis seem too huge to grasp and leave us feeling helpless, while local communities sag under the 
strain of bitter politics, pervasive violence, and economic challenge.  

In the midst of all this?  Week of Compassion says ‘RISE UP ANEW’?! HOW?! As people of 
faith, as followers on the Way, who proclaim the centrality of a welcome table and the power of 
an empty tomb, yes, somehow we still say ‘Rise Up Anew’.  

We come to this intersection of history, carrying the weight of our concerns. In the 
language of worship and the church, it’s called lament. We sit in our lament, and we wait for 
what’s next. In the Hebrew Scriptures, an entire book of wisdom - Lamentations - shows us this 
has always been true. Alongside many other scriptures where people tell of their heartbreak, 
worry, pain, and suffering, Lamentations reflects where we find ourselves right now … fatigued, 
stumbling, uncertain. AND the writer says that somehow, still, God is with us. But this I call to 
mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come 
to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:21-23, NRSVUE)  
God’s mercies are new every morning. To many of us, a simple reminder, perhaps even a glimmer 
of breath, new life, and hope.  

When unseasonable winter tornadoes struck western Kentucky, relief funds came 
immediately and volunteers would later follow, preparing for the longterm recovery. Less than a 
year later, when torrential downpours brought devastating flooding to already hard-hit eastern 
Kentucky and Missouri, a special gift quickly arrived - from a church who had received tornado 
assistance and volunteers just months before. Whether in domestic disaster response in familiar 
communities, refugee response in the aftermath of wars, or ecumenical partnership that supports 
shelter, food, education, and livelihoods - Week of Compassion is witness to the truth that God’s 
mercies RISE UP ANEW each day. 

FCC-Z will collect Week of Compassion offerings throughout February.  Worship on 
February 12 will have a special Rise Up Anew: Week of Compassion focus. 

http://www.zvillefcc.com/
https://www.zvillefcc.com/
https://www.weekofcompassion.org/2023.html
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 Every five years, FCC-Z goes through a visioning process to set priorities and goals for the next five 
years.  In January 2020, the visioning process began, but was halted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  In 
January 2023, a team was formed to begin the visioning process anew.   
 The process begins February 1 when the team will gather for the first time.  Members of the team:  
Cato Coleman, Marcia Coleman, Ellen Dagneau, Todd Hawk, Ana Kehrberg, Michelle Neal, Alaina Paul, Kim 
Paul, John Moon (ex-officio), and Laureen Roe (ex-officio).   

The process will include in-depth conversations about faith, church, and the future.  There will be 
opportunities for the congregation to engage in small-group conversations.  Following small-group 
conversations, the Visioning Team will engage in strategic discussions looking toward the future.  They 
will develop a set of short- and long-term priorities to present to the Board and Congregation.  
 
Visioning Thoughts from Pastor Laureen 

 

As we begin our Visioning Process, I am keenly aware that the pandemic impacted the life and 
faith rhythms of our worship, ministries, and community.  In so many ways we were forced into small 
silos and disconnected from the systems which kept us linked to one another.  Over the last year, we have 
begun the process of reconnecting and reestablishing who we are as a church post-pandemic.  We find 
ourselves in new terrain as a faith community as we respond to the changes in the world.   

Our Visioning Process will intentionally create opportunities for small groups to gather, to 
connect, to share, and be inspired through prayerful conversations.  The conversations begin within the 
Visioning Team and then spiral out into the larger congregation.  They will happen in Sunday School 
classes, in ministry team gatherings, in people’s homes, online, and wherever people want to gather.   
It doesn’t matter where or how groups gather.  The point is that we gather and connect with one another.   

When Jesus fed the thousands, he organized them into small groups (Lk. 9:14).  Feeding everyone 
could not be done in mass.  The ministry of feeding them had to be done in small groups.  The same is 
true about hearing from everyone.  We cannot possibly hear everyone’s voice in a large group setting.  
That is why we are following Jesus’ example and will create opportunities for small group discussions.  

The Visioning logo (above) has a unique letter “O”.  The “O” is representative of our oneness in 
Christ celebrated each week when we gather for the Lord’s Supper.   
It also represents the small group conversations we will have moving 
through this process.  In the coming months, I encourage you to see 
yourself within that “O” sharing in the sacred meal of Christ each week 
and participating in the prayerful conversations that will shape who we 
are for years to come.  I look forward to joining you at the Table. 

   with Christ’s love, 
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LENT:  BECOMING PEOPLE OF COMPASSION 
 Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 22.  Ash Wednesday Worship is 1PM and 7PM.  
These worship times will include the imposition of ashes and communion. 
 Our Lenten journey theme is “Becoming a People of Compassion”.  Worship will focus on the 
weekly themes from Joyce Rupp’s book, Boundless Compassion: Creating a Way of Life.  
Pastor Laureen is leading a study of the book on Wednesdays at 2PM and 6:30PM, March 1 – 
April 5.  If you would like to participate in one of these groups, sign up on the bulletin board 
or contact the church office.  Books are $19 due at the first class (do not put in offering).   
There is also a companion prayer book ($13) and journal ($17).   The prayer book works 
well as a daily devotional.  You can sign up for these as well on the bulletin board.  
Cost due when books arrive (do not put in offering).   
 
FLOWER CALENDAR 

The flower calendar for 2023 is posted in the church office. Stop by or call to reserve your special 
date. The flowers are provided by Ford’s Flowers and the cost is $35 for two vases.   
 

NEW BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY:  
 

Chittister, Joan. The Time Is Now: A Call to Uncommon Courage.   248 CHI 
This series of short essays on the current state of equity, social justice, and the 

environment encourages Christians to work for change in these areas.  
 
Irving, John. A Prayer for Owen Meany: A Novel. F IRV 
 In the summer of 1953, two 11-year-old boys – best friends – are playing in a Little 
League baseball game in Gravesend, New Hampshire. One of the boys hits a foul ball that kills 
the other boy's mother. The boy who hits the ball doesn't believe in accidents; Owen Meany 
believes he is God's instrument. What happens to Owen after that 1953 foul ball is 
extraordinary and terrifying. 
 

GREEN CHALICE CORNER  

Why be green? 

 
 

In Green Like God (FaithWords), Jonathan Merritt insists that caring for the planet isn’t a 
“right-left” issue but a “moral-immoral” issue. When Christians find common ground about 
being stewards of creation, he says, we fulfill God’s divine plan and encounter him more 
easily. 
 
Merritt writes: “One of the reasons God is so protective of the earth and one of the reasons he 
charged us with keeping and caring for it is because he is singing through it …. That alone 
should produce in us a deep appreciation for the creation and a passionate worship for the 
One who made it.” 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/dp/1932057145?psc=1&ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details
https://smile.amazon.com/Prayers-Boundless-Compassion-Joyce-Rupp/dp/1932057161/ref=pd_bxgy_vft_none_img_sccl_1/138-0878786-1805126?pd_rd_w=2bOnb&content-id=amzn1.sym.7f0cf323-50c6-49e3-b3f9-63546bb79c92&pf_rd_p=7f0cf323-50c6-49e3-b3f9-63546bb79c92&pf_rd_r=NE7D0HRHQZSQ59AQ1GDN&pd_rd_wg=rUz2d&pd_rd_r=166997bd-a1c4-487e-ba93-ebcb68ce0dbe&pd_rd_i=1932057161&psc=1
https://smile.amazon.com/Boundless-Compassion-Journal-Creating-Life/dp/1932057242/ref=pd_bxgy_vft_none_img_sccl_2/138-0878786-1805126?pd_rd_w=2bOnb&content-id=amzn1.sym.7f0cf323-50c6-49e3-b3f9-63546bb79c92&pf_rd_p=7f0cf323-50c6-49e3-b3f9-63546bb79c92&pf_rd_r=NE7D0HRHQZSQ59AQ1GDN&pd_rd_wg=rUz2d&pd_rd_r=166997bd-a1c4-487e-ba93-ebcb68ce0dbe&pd_rd_i=1932057242&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Joan-Chittister/e/B000APCA8U/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/John-Irving/e/B000APTDJ4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://smile.amazon.com/dp/1932057145?psc=1&ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details
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OUTREACH FEBRUARY 2023 UPDATE 
 
Gracious Givers 2023 

Month Organization Item Collected 
January Christ’s Table Hand warmers 
February Eastside Peanut butter 
March Naomi House Toilet paper 
April Zanesville City Schools Cereal 
May Bethel Community Center Paper towels 
June Zanesville Civic League Granola bars 
July Avondale Youth Center Hygiene products for girls or boys & backpacks 
August Pearl House Paper products 
September Transitions Diapers & wipes 
October Trulight Ministries Thick nylon gloves & men’s boots (Size 10 & 11) 
November Zanesville City Schools Canned fruits & vegetables 
December Zane State TRIO Granola bars, single-serve nuts, crackers, pop-tarts, or shelf-

stable noodle bowls. 

 
Christ’s Table:  Our 2022 Christ’s Table Dates are: January 22, March 25, May 27, July 22, September 23 & 
November 25.  We serve from 10 a.m. -1:00 p.m.  If you can join us, please sign up on the bulletin board or 
contact the Church office.   
 

Forever Dad’s All Pro Dads’ Breakfast: Our remaining dates to serve at the All-Pro Dad’s Breakfast at 
John McIntire Elementary are: March 6, April 10, & May 8.  We still need a few volunteers to assist with 
this great program. Call the church office to volunteer. 
 

Angel Tree:  Thanks to your generosity, we served 50 Angels through Prison Fellowship.    
Christmas Offering: For this year’s Special Christmas Offering, Avondale Youth Center received $1,390, 
and the Disciples Regional Church General Fund received $1,391.  
Mitten Garland: We collected 79 pairs of gloves, 4 pairs of mittens, 46 hats, 4 scarves & 79 pairs of socks 
for Zanesville Preschool, Salvation Army & Eastside. 
Blessing Bags:  Outreach received several boxes of lotions, lip balms, foot cream, etc. from Avon.  Our 
Youth Group to put together blessing bags and gave them to Homeless Hands. 
Advent Collections:  Outreach assisted in Advent collections each Sunday in Advent that correspond 
with our Advent Theme of “Oh, Come Let Us Adore Him.”  We collected diapers for Naomi House & 
Transitions, socks for Avondale Youth Center, baby wipes, sippy cups & onesies for Naomi House & 
Transitions, and toys for Pearl House.  
 

Outreach 2022: By the Numbers 
First Christian Church served our community in 2022 with: 

Gracious Givers: 
• 160 pairs of Hand Warmers for Christ’s Table 
• 108 jars of peanut butter for Eastside Community Ministry 
• 717 rolls of toilet paper for Naomi House  
• 102 boxes of cereal for Zanesville City Schools  
• 168 rolls of paper towels for the Bethel Community Center   
• 637 granola bars for Zanesville Civic League 
• 6,847 zip-lock bags for Christ’s Table 
• Nearly 300 pounds of personal hygiene items for Eastside Community Center 
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• 14,921 tissues for Naomi House 
• Multiple and varied cleaning supplies for Zanesville Civic League 
• Over 100 cans of fruit and vegetables for Zanesville City Schools 
• 1,942 disposable plates for Bethel Community Center 

 
Other Outreach-Related Projects: 

• 95 School Kits for Church World Service’s annual Festival of Sharing 
• 50 Blessing Bags for Homeless Hands  
• 50 Angels sponsored through Prison Ministries 
• 79 pairs of gloves, 4 pairs of mittens, 46 hats, 4 scarves & 79 pairs of socks for Zanesville City 

Schools, Eastside, and Salvation Army 
• Hundreds of diapers, along with wipes, socks, and toys for Advent collections 
• 6 times served at Christ’s Table 
• 2 times served as host for Forever Dad’s All Pro Kids Breakfast at John McIntire 
• 25 congregants trained in self-defense  
• Sponsorship and participation in the 5K Color Run to benefit Homeless Hands 

 
Who are we helping? 

• Christ’s Table is a non-profit soup kitchen that serves a hot meal every Monday-Friday. 
• Eastside Community Ministry is an ecumenical ministry that meets basic needs and offers 

education, life skills training, and relationship building opportunities 
• Naomi House is a safe, loving center designed to help women break from their past, work on 

recovery from substance abuse, and become the women they were designed to be. 
• Zanesville City Schools provides meals to hungry students, particularly over holiday and summer 

breaks.  
• Bethel Community Center shares the love of Jesus while addressing the root causes of poverty in 

Putnam. 
• Zanesville Civic League is a non-profit organization created to serve the underserved and 

disadvantaged youth in the community through wholesome programs and events.  
• Avondale Youth Center is a 22-bed residential therapeutic center, operated by the Muskingum 

County Children Services Board, to provide services to youth who have been abused/neglected or 
abandoned. 

• Pearl House is a 34-unit affordable housing community on 3rd Street, operated by Muskingum 
Behavioral Health to assist those pursuing recovery from substance abuse, providing wrap-around 
services on site.   

• Transitions is a shelter that serves victims of human trafficking as well as domestic violence 
survivors. 

• Trulight Ministries offers free hot breakfast, counseling, prayer, kid’s arts/craft activity in 
summer, a day center for area homeless 10-1 with showers/laundry; winter emergency shelter; 
starting a free store soon.    

• Zane State College TRIO SSS (Student Support Services) program runs a food bank & clothes 
closet for students who have to choose between school and necessities. 
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WORLD RELIGIONS AT DENISON UNIVERSITY 
 
The youth traveled to Denison University in January to participate in a 
district event on world religions.  The event was hosted by University 
Chaplain, Reverend Stephanie McLemore as well as Buddhist Lama, Adam, 
and Jewish Life Director, Angelo.  Angelo began our time together singing, "Hinei 
ma tov" which means, "Behold how good it is that we can be happy here 
together." A perfect way to describe our entire visit! It is in fact good to learn 
about other faith traditions and listen to the personal faith experiences of 
others.  Being open to these conversations can help enrich our understanding of 
our own beliefs.  It was a privilege to see a Torah in person, a unique experience 
as well as be in both a Muslim prayer room and Buddhist meditation room.  The 
following week during our youth group meeting we were able discuss how to 
have meaningful conversations with people of other faiths and denominations. 
 
 

CYF (9TH-12TH) WINTER RETREAT 
The high school youth will be attending the CYF 

Winter Retreat at Camp Christian together the weekend 
of February 17th.  The theme will be, “Who God Says 
You Are”. Through bible study and keynote speakers we 
will discuss how we fit into God’s purpose and how 
our God given identity can and should impact the way 
we live. We are looking forward to a fun-filled weekend 
of games, singing and s’mores by the lodge fireplace. For 
more information, see Kim Paul. 
 

 
BUNCO NIGHT 

Thank you to all who attended Bunco Night in January.  It was a blast! Your 
support brought in $425 for the youth summer mission trip to Indianapolis, IN. 
 

 

BECOME A MISSION TRIP PRAYER PARTNER 
During the month of March, you will have the opportunity to make a 

donation to the youth mission trip.  When you do so, you will receive a cross 
bracelet that you can wear as a reminder to be in prayer for our youth as they 
prepare for their mission trip.  We know that God goes ahead of us, and we 
invite you to pray for our service team, the people we will serve, and the 
community of Indianapolis. 
 
 

NURSERY STAFF OPENINGS 
There are two openings for Worship Childcare Providers for infants and toddlers in the nursery on 

Sundays at 10:30a.m.  If you know someone you would like to recommend, see Kim Paul or Kari Ward.  
Applicants need to have experience working with young children and good communication skills.  
The job entails caring for the children and creating a welcoming, joyful environment in which to share the 
love of Christ.  All nursery staff are required to complete FCC Child Protection Plan training, a background 
check, and First Aid/CPR/AED training.  Applicants must be 18 years of age or older. 
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Warm Up with Thoughts of Summer..... 
 

CAMP CHRISTIAN SUMMER 2023 DATES 

Grandparents Camp (K, 1st or 2nd graders and a grandparent): June 8th – 10th 

Ribbit Camp (2nd, 3rd & 4th graders): July 5th – 8th  

Otter Camp (3rd, 4th and 5th graders): June 11th – 17th  

Chi Rho Camp (6th-8th grade): June 18th – June 24th OR July 9th – 15th  

CYF Conference (9th-12th): June 18th – June 24th OR July 16th – 22nd  

NEW CAMP! Music Camp: June 25th – June 28th  

NEW CAMP! Designed and directed by the Ohio Black Clergy: June 28th – July 1st 

Young Adult/Advance Conference (young adults ages 19 – 30): July 30th – August 6th  

Adult Conference( at Northwest Christian Church): June 19th – 23rd  

Registration forms have not yet been released.  Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more details. 

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 
 
This year our Holy Land Adventure will take us to Babylon where we will learn about, “Daniel’s Courage 
in Captivity”. Preschool-5th grade children are invited to mark their calendars for June 18th-22nd and 
plan on joining us for this awesome adventure. 
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Dear Beloved Congregation,   

     Thank you for all the kindnesses, 

cards, gifts, and expressions of love 

you showered upon me at Christmas.  

These made the holiday extra 

special.  I am grateful every day for 

the ministry we do together.   

  Blessings,  

 



   

 

 
 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       
   1 

1pm Worship 
5pm Visioning Team 

2 
7pm Property 
Committee 
 
Groundhog Day 

3 4 
 
 

5 
Task Force Meeting 
3-4pm 
 
Youth Group 
4-5:30pm 
 

6 
Green Chalice 
Meeting 
6:30-7:30pm 
 
Security Team 
Meeting 7-8pm 

7  
6:30pm  Cub  
Scouts Mtg. 
 
 
7pm Worship Team 
 

8 
1pm Worship 
 
 

9 
7pm Elder’s Meeting 
 

10 
 

11  
 
 

12  
Week of Compassion 
Sunday 
 

Youth Group 
4-5:30pm 

13 
4H Meeting  
6:30-8:30 
  

14 
6:30pm  Cub  
Scouts Mtg. 
 
 
Valentine's Day  

15 
1pm Worship 
          

16 
 
 
 

17 18  
8-9am Men’s  
Breakfast 

19  
Transfiguration 
Sunday 

20  
 President’s Day 
 

21  
 

22 
1pm Ash Wed 

Worship 
7pm Ash Wed 

Worship 
 

23 
6:30pm  Cub  
Scouts Mtg. 
 

 

24 25  
 

26   
Youth Group 
4-5:30pm 

27 28 
6:30pm  Cub  
Scouts Mtg. 
 
 

    

 
Sundays: 

 8:30am Worship 1:00pm Praise Band Rehearsal 

 9:30am Sunday School 4:00pm Chi Rho Middle School Youth Group 

10:30am Worship 4:00pm CYF High School Youth Group 

CYF Retreat @ Camp 

CYF Retreat @ Camp 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Birthday to: 
 
Delaney Jones  February 1 
Lori Griffin  February 2 
Lydia Huy  February 2 
Lowell Body  February 3 
Ashley Gordon February 3 
Parker Ward  February 3 
Kaye Bednarczuk February 4 
Brian Untied  February 4 
Kelsey Gaskill  February 5 
Bill Anderson  February 6 
Melissa Lichtner February 6 
Mindy Waite  February 6 
John Dick  February 10 
Bud Krause  February 10  
Bob Fox  February 13 
John Grubbs  February 13 
Rylee McCuen February 13 
Micah Mathers February 14 
Genette Spragg February 14 
Mickey Spragg February 14 
Marianne Henderson February 15 
Madison Hillis February 15 
Adam Jones  February 16 
Carol Hunt  February 17 
Jim McGee  February 17 
Phil Short  February 18 
Sally Denning  February 19 
Sharon Krause February 20* 
Ted Garber  February 24 
Shaye Jones  February 24 
Dennis Huy  February 25 
Johnathan (JP) Lichtner February 25 
David King  February 26 
Matt Tice  February 26 
Taylor Rhodes February 27 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 
 
Greg & Errin Rhodes  February 6 
Dwight & Barbara Bonifield February 16 
 
* Homebound 
 
Special Birthday this month: 
Bud Krause celebrates his 90th birthday on 
February 10. His address is:  
2775 N. Lawndale Place 
Zanesville, OH 43701 
 
Your Special Day 

We typically list special birthdays as 80, 85, 
90, and each year thereafter. We list 
anniversaries at 50, 60, 70, etc. However, we 
are happy to share your special day 
whenever it is; just let us know. 

 
 

MEN:  MARK YOUR CALENDARS 


