
The Z-Disciple  JANUARY 2022 

26First Christian Church  

3000 Dresden Road, Zanesville, OH 43701-6477 (740) 453-3437 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rev. Dawn Remster, Sr. Minister                       Kim Paul, Director of Christian Education 

Church Email: zvillefcc@gmail.com              Website: www.zvillefcc.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings!   

 

Thank you for extending the call to serve as your next Senior Minister.  Every visit to 

Zanesville, every person, every moment spent within the walls of FCC have been lovely.  BIG 

thanks to the search committee.  They were incredibly thorough, insightful, welcoming, forward 

focused, and spiritually grounded.  They represented the congregation well and are a blessing to 

FCC.   

 

We are within three weeks of the start of ministry together.  I move to Zanesville January 

15, begin ministry on January 18, and lead in worship on January 23.  As you know, Dawn and I 

will work together through February to provide for a smooth transition.  This is an incredible gift 

to me as your next minister and to the congregation.  I give abundant thanks to Dawn for this 

blessed opportunity. 

 

I look forward to being the church with you and becoming a part of your faith community.  

While I have met many of you briefly, I am eager to spend time getting to know you better.  

There will be events and gatherings designed to create opportunities for us hang out.  The JC and 

Kingdom Kids already have a date on my calendar.  I look forward to adding more to it. 

  

I hold everyone at FCC in my prayers.  Please hold me in prayer as I make the move to 

Zanesville.  These are exciting days.  God is good.  I am indeed blessed to be called to serve as 

your minister. 

 

Blessings,  

Laureen       

       

  

 

 
  

  

http://www.zvillefcc.com/
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Thoughts on the New Year from Rev. Remster… 

As we make the transition from 2021 into 2022, we pause to reflect on the year just ended, the celebrations, the 

joys, sadness, and challenges.  At the same time, we look ahead to all the opportunities, promise and renewal 

that the new year holds for us.  Transitions always come with feelings of excitement for the possibilities that lie 

ahead, as well as some grief for what we leave behind.  It’s a natural part of the cycle by which we order our 

lives.  As a congregation, we are intensely aware of transitions taking place in our faith community over these 

months and it is natural to wonder how all of this will affect this congregation we know and love.   Let us 

remember that God is present with us today, just as God has been present throughout the 151-year ministry of 

this congregation.  And God will surely be present into the future as we continue to discern how God is calling 

us to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

   Let me explain how the transitions will unfold and how you can be part of keeping our ministry and mission 

vital and ongoing during this time.  As you know, in November 2020, I made the congregation aware that I 

would like to retire at the end of 2021--the year I turned 65.  For 36 years, I have been blessed to serve loving 

congregations in ministry.  Giving myself to ministry impacts my family as well.  I have promised my family 

over the years that when I turned 65, I would retire from fulltime ministry. Although I still love and care about 

this congregation, I also want to honor my promise to my family and retire while I am healthy enough to spend 

important time with my grandchildren.  I also feel that the congregation is in a healthy place and that new 

pastoral leadership could help you grow in ministry in some new and exciting ways.  Our Pastoral Search 

Committee has worked diligently over the last 13 months and in December, the congregation called Rev. 

Laureen Roe as you next pastor.  I am excited that our ministries will have several weeks of overlap so that I 

can help introduce her to this wonderful congregation and the ministries that are important to you. And I 

anticipate that Rev. Roe has many gifts to share with us as well.  My official retirement date is February 28. So, 

I anticipate the next two months to be a time of celebration as we welcome Rev. Roe to Zanesville and as Pastor 

of this congregation.  It will also be an opportunity to celebrate my retirement surrounded by people I love.  

And a time for us to pay attention to God’s presence in the midst of it all.  

We have two other transitions that are taking place as we enter a new year that I want you to be aware of. 

   Janice Fox has served our congregation faithfully as our church secretary for 16 years. Some of you have 

worked with her a great deal, others only on the phone, but Janice has blessed us in countless ways and makes 

ministry possible in this place.  Whether it is with phone calls, mailings, or a greeting when you stop by the 

church office, Janice has impacted our congregation in amazing ways. Due to health and family issues, Janice 

feels she needs to retire at the end of 2021.  She will continue to serve as our Financial Secretary and will be 

involved in training our next secretary, but she will no longer be in the office when you stop by.  I invite you to 

send her a note to thank her for her faithful ministry with us over these years and to wish her the best.  (Notes 

can be sent to the church.)  

   Rev. Philip Hunt has served as our Pastoral Associate for the last three years, visiting our homebound, 

working with men’s ministry and preaching when I was on vacation.  Rev. Hunt has resigned that position as of 

November 30, 2021, and we recognized his ministry with us in worship on December 26th.  Rev. Hunt will, 

however, continue to serve as the Regional Elder for Districts 10/11, which includes FCC Zanesville, so he will 

continue to minister with us in that way.  The duties of the Regional Elders are being expanded and Rev. Hunt 

will do a great job representing the Region in the congregations of our District.  Thank you, Rev. Hunt for your 

ministry in our midst.   

   As these transitions in leadership take place, please be aware that Kim Paul, our Christian Ed and Youth 

Director, our musicians, Susan and Kaye, our pastoral visitors, Marcia and Marianne, our tech coordinator 

Greg, and our custodian, Mickey will all continue to faithfully serve our congregation and we are blessed by 

their faithful service during a time of transition.   

So, how can you help?  Pray for this congregation and its leaders and staff.  If you have a question, please ask.  

Be patient as new staff get situated and up to speed.  If you or a loved one have a pastoral care need, please call 

the church, and let us know.  Take the opportunity to meet your new pastor. Continue to be the generous, loving 

congregation that you always have been and watch how God’s vision will unfold in this new year.  Blessings, 

   Dawn    
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With Sympathy 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the families to 

have recently lost loved ones. 

 

Judy Newsom, Kim Fouch, and family on the death 

of Richard who passed on November 28th. 

Pam Palmer’s mother, Jean Palmer, who died on 

December 15th. 

Long-time member Barbara Agin who passed on 

December 16. 

 

Thank You from the Remsters 

We would like to thank the congregation for the 

generous Christmas gifts.  We appreciate your 

thoughtfulness and the blessing of sharing ministry 

together.  May you all enjoy a New Year filled with 

God’s presence.   Blessings, Dawn & Tim 

 

Thank You! 

The staff of First Christian Church wishes to 

express our appreciation to the Board and members 

for the gifts and cards received this Christmas 

season. We are honored to minister with you. 

 

Thank you to the Worship Committee, Live Wire 

Class, Marcia & Cato Coleman, Caribeth Legats 

and others for their help in decorating and then 

taking down the Advent decorations in the 

sanctuary.  Thanks also to those who loaned us 

crates and lanterns and for those who served as light 

bearers and lectors during this season. Your time 

and efforts were a blessing to us all during the 

Advent and Christmas Season.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Housing the Holy: Advent Outreach Projects  

Thank you for blessing others during the season of 

Advent by being part of our many special Advent 

projects and Making Room Retreats.  Through your 

donations, efforts and support we were able to: 

deliver 25 cookie trays to our homebound members, 

sponsor 52 children in Muskingum Co. through 

Prison Fellowship Angel Tree, provide 100 blessing 

bags for the homeless to be distributed through 

Homeless Hands of Zanesville, Muskingum Co 

Behavioral Health and the Salvation Army Shelter.  

In addition, we collected 23 hats, 42 mittens & 

gloves, 3 pair of socks, for our mitten garland to be 

shared with local agencies and filled the grocery 

cart for Eastside along with providing Bethel 

afterschool program with 2600 paper plates.   Thank 

you all for your generous hearts and hands.  

 

Cookie Trays Appreciated 

Paul and Sharon Krause say “Thanks so much for 

the shut-in tray. We miss coming to church. Hope to 

get back when the PICC line comes out.” 

 

Judy and Henry Gorsky share “Thank you for 

thinking of us at this time of year with the tray of 

cookies. I know the time and effort it takes to get 

this all done. May God bless everyone at First 

Christian Church.” 

 

Flower Calendar 

The flower calendar for 2022 is posted in the church 

office. Stop by or call to reserve your special date. 

The flowers are provided by Ford’s Flowers and the 

cost is $30 for two vases. 

 

2022 Giving Envelopes 

Please remember to use only your 2022 giving 

envelopes as the number on your new envelopes is 

often different than the previous year. If you need 

envelopes, please contact the church office and 

some will be provided. 
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What’s Happening in Youth Groups? 

 

Many of our JC and Kingdom Kids joined us for the Advent Workshop and 

enjoyed fellowship and games as we kicked off the beginning of the Advent 

Season together.  After warming up with hot chocolate and cookies, the children 

made ornaments for the tree in the Narthex and decorated it. 

The JC and Kingdom Kids are invited to “Camp in January” on the evening 

of January 21 at 6 pm.  If you have a favorite Camp Christian t-shirt you are 

invited to wear it and join us for some camp fun at church in the middle of 

winter!  Junior Camp has a special place in Reverend Roe’s heart and she will 

join us this evening for games, camp songs and a traditional camp treat.  It will 

be a great opportunity for our children to get to know Reverend Roe.  Camp 

dates and registration will also be available this evening.  Parents of JC and 

Kingdom Kids will receive more details and a registration link via email from 

Kim in the days ahead.  In the meantime, get excited and let Kim know if you have any questions. 

 

In December the youth packed the 

craft take-home bags for the 

Advent Workshop.  They also 

enjoyed a Christmas party where 

their annual sock exchange was a 

total hit!  There was plenty of 

swapping, scheming, and giggling 

during this gift exchange! After 

pizza and games, they headed to 

Cambridge where they enjoyed the 

Christmas light show at the 

courthouse.  The youth will have a 

couple of weeks off for the 

holidays.  Regular meetings will resume on January 9th.  

 

Warm Up with Thoughts of Summer... 

Camp Christian Summer 2022 Dates 

Grandparents Camp (K, 1st, 2nd grade and grandparent)- June 9-11 

Ribbit Camp (2-4th grade)- July 6-9 

Otter Camp (3rd-5th grade)- June 26-July2 

Chi Rho Camp (6th-8th grade)- June 12-18, July 10-16 

CYF Camp (9th-12th grade) - June 19-25, July 17-23 

Adult Conference- June 27- July 1 

Advanced Conference- July 24-31 

Vacation Bible School 

This year our Holy Land Adventure will take us to Jerusalem where Jesus walked to the cross. Preschool-5th 

grade children are invited to mark their calendars for July 10th-14th and plan on joining us for this awesome 

adventure. 
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Outreach January 2022 Update 

 

Gracious Givers 2021: By the Numbers 
First Christian Church provided the following items to our community in 2021: 

• 393 pairs of Hand Warmers for Christ’s Table 

• 109 jars (183 pounds) of peanut butter for Eastside Community Ministry 

• 687 rolls of toilet paper for Naomi House  

• 78 boxes of cereal for Zanesville City Schools  

• 598 granola bars for Bethel Community Center 

• 180 rolls of paper towels for the Zanesville Civic League  

• 17,376 utensils for Christ’s Table 

• 488 personal hygiene items for Eastside Community Center 

• 133 boxes of tissues to Naomi House 

• 107 loaves of bread, 29 cans of fruit, 68 jars of peanut butter, 29 boxes of cereal,  2 jars of 

jelly, 10 packages of fruit cups, pancake mix, fruit snacks, cereal bars, paper plates,  and 

Styrofoam cups for Zanesville City Schools 

• 2600 disposable plates for Bethel Community Center 

• 23 hats, 42 gloves & mittens & 3 pairs of socks for Zanesville City Schools 

 

Christmas Offering:  This year’s Christmas Offering of $1835 went to the Regional Renewal 
Initiative which will assist with causes such as Camp Christian.   
Angel Tree:  
FCC served 50 angels this Christmas through Prison Fellowship Angel Tree.  Special thanks for 
Susie Mercer & Joan Barr for delivering all of the packages this Christmas!  
 
December Blessing Bag Collection:  Toothbrushes & Toothpaste 
In coordination with this year’s Advent Theme, we collected items for blessing bags 
to give to residents at Homeless Hands and Naomi House.  Thank you for your 
generosity!     

 
Upcoming: 
Saturday January 22:  Serving at Christ’s Table:   
FCC will serve next at Christ’s Table on Saturday, January 22 from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.   If you can 
help, please contact the church office.    
Gracious Givers 2022:  Look for the 2022 donation list on our Facebook page and in the next 
newsletter.   
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Weekly Worship: 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Wednesday 1:00 pm 

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

2 3 4 5 6 

7 pm Property 

 

 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 

 

 

 

14 15 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

16 

 

9:30 Elders Meeting 

17 18 19 20 

 

 

 

21 22 

 

Christ’s Table 

23 

 

Welcome Rev. Roe 

24 25 26 27 

 

 

 

28 

 

 

29 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

31      
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Happy Birthday to: 
Shane Centers  January 2 

Dolores Davison January 2 

Lora Lanning  January 2 

Andrew Body  January 3 

Greg Gaumer  January 7 

Lori Hittle  January 8 

Russell Devoll  January 9 

Alexia Desender January 10 

Heather Untied January 10 

Logan Appleby January 12 

Beth Iden  January 14 

Shirley Hicks  January 19 

Bryan Near  January 22 

Rod Richardson January 25 

Earl Smith  January 25 

Dot Anderson  January 27 

Jacob Devoll  January 28 

Georgia Robison January 28 

Duke Jones  January 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 
Gene & Dolores Davison January 14 

Phil & Barbara Phillips January 24 

Keith & Carol Sarbaugh January 31 

 

* Shut In 

 

Special Birthdays this month: 

Delores Davison celebrates her 90th birthday. Her 

address is 1278 Pfeifer Dr., Zanesville, OH 43701. 

 

Your Special Day 

We typically list special birthdays as 80, 85, 90, and 

each year thereafter. We list anniversaries at 50, 60, 

70, etc. However, we are happy to share your 

special day whenever it is; just let us know. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A prayer for Epiphany O Lord Jesus Christ, heavenly King, thank you for bringing 

both Jews and Gentiles to hear your voice. Enable us to follow your holy Word, as 

those from the East followed the leading of a star. Give us grace to confess your holy 

name. Rule us by your Spirit, so that the joys of your birth may increase in us. Hear 

our prayers and cries. Accept our offerings, which you yourself have given us: the gold 

of our faith, the incense of our prayers, and the myrrh of our contrite hearts. Deliver us 

from the destructive ways of sin, and lead us in the ways of peace and in the paths of righteousness. Grant us 

all, when this life is done, a participation in the joys of the Year of Jubilee in heaven, where we shall praise and 

serve you and the Father who live and reign in unity with the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Wilhelm Loeh (adapted) 


