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The Inn: Housing the Holy 

Join us this Advent Season as we make room for the Christ child  

to be born anew in our hearts and our world.  

 

November 28:  First Sunday in Advent: Making Room (Hope) 

 Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

6:00 p.m. Advent Workshop 

 

December 5th:  Second Sunday in Advent: A Place at the Table (Peace) 

 Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.  

5:30 All-Church Christmas Caroling outdoors at the church. 

  

December 12th: Third Sunday in Advent: How Much Is Enough (Joy) 

 Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

3:00 p.m. Blue Christmas Service in the chapel— 

 all are welcome to join us for this service of hope & healing. 

  

December 19th: Fourth Sunday in Advent: A Room with a View (Love) 

 Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

  

December 24th, Christmas Eve: The Inn 

  5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service 

 This is a “family friendly” service and the children are invited to take part. 

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service 

 Scripture and the music will be part of this candlelight communion service.                   

 

Sunday, December 26th: Dwelling 

 Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Worship on each Wednesday 1:00 p.m. in the chapel   

 Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday morning. 
 

Join us each week as we make room for the light of God’s hope, peace, joy & love to be born in our lives! 

 

 
 

http://www.zvillefcc.com/
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Here are the details of our Advent & Christmas Events for All Ages: 
 

The Inn: Housing the Holy 

The pandemic has laid bare, and widened, economic disparity locally and globally. As we enter the Advent season, how 

can our church become a dwelling place where the Holy will be born anew–offering respite, sustenance and care, opening 

the doors ever wider to those seeking shelter from the onslaught of life? No one of us can do it all, but each can do 

something. As we study the biblical prophets that call us to care for our neighbors and “make room in the inn,” the lonely 

and frightened spaces within us are filled with the light of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.  All are welcome to join us this 

season.  
  
Advent Devotional Booklets are available in the literature rack at the church.  Grow in your relationship with 

the One whose advent we celebrate this season.  Spend some time each day in prayer.   
 

Material for the Advent Journey 

 For those of you who worship with us online or are not able to be present in worship each week, we will have 

devotional materials designed to help you journey alongside the congregation worshiping in the sanctuary this 

season.  Just ask.  

 

Making Room Mini Retreats  

In place of an Advent study this year, we are offering 3 Making Room Mini Retreats.  Each of these mini 

retreats will provide inspiration, renewal during this busy season, and a service opportunity to help house the 

Holy.  Take a look at the Making Room Retreats offered and let us know which you would like to be part of.  

All ages are invited to be part of these mini retreats. Sign-up sheets on the bulletin board. If you have questions, 

ask Dawn or Kim.  
 

Making Room Mini Retreat 1:   

Our annual Family Advent Workshop will be held on Sunday, November 28th, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. We 

will share some inspiration, fellowship fun and choose crafts to make at home that will help us focus on and 

celebrate our faith during the Advent & Christmas season. Light refreshments will be served. All ages are 

welcome. 
 

Making Room Mini Retreat 2: 

 This retreat will take place on Tuesday, December 7 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Join us for Advent 

inspiration, a light lunch and help assemble Advent cookie plates to be delivered to our homebound members.  

You are invited to bring two dozen Christmas cookies to be included in the gift plates.  
 

Making Room Mini Retreat 3:   

Join us for this final mini retreat of the season as we gather on Thursday, December 16th at 6:00 pm as we 

gather for inspiration, a light supper, and help assemble blessing bags for the homeless.  You are invited to 

bring toothbrushes and toothpaste to include in blessing bags. 

 

All Church Outdoor Caroling—December 5th at 5:30 p.m. . 

 We have missed singing together during the ongoing pandemic.  Although we are 

hopeful we can sing as a congregation again soon, why not join us this season for an 

afternoon of Christmas caroling outdoors at the church.  We will gather at 5:30 p.m. 

(between the youth group and JC/Kingdom Kids meetings) and sing our favorite Christmas carols.  All ages and 

vocal abilities are welcome!  
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Blue Christmas Service—December 12th   

For many, the holiday season is not all joyful celebrations but rather a painful reminder of loss and sadness.  

Maybe you are feeling the loss of a loved one, the end of a relationship, job or change in your health.  The 

ongoing pandemic finds us all facing grief on several levels. On December 12th at 3:00 p.m. we invite you to 

join us for a candlelight service of hope and healing.  This service will acknowledge the myriad of emotions 

which confront us at the darkest time of the year and guide us to a place of solace.  This service will be held in 

the chapel.  All are welcome to attend.   

 

Good News to Share 

 Is there someone you know, a neighbor, friend, co-worker or family member who needs to know the Good 

News of God’s love in their life?  Why not invite them to church during the Advent Season.  It may be the way 

you help house the Holy this Advent season.    

 

 
Congratulations! 

Lilly Michelle Short was born October 27 to Trevor 

and Lauren Short. Kathy and Phil are her proud 

grandparents. 
 

Margaret Hayes became a Great-Great 

Grandmother when McKenna Lynn Marie Hayes 

was born on November 12, 2021.  

 

 
 

Peggy Gordon is retiring after 46 years as a Registered Nurse. For the last 16 years, she has worked for 

Teamhealth at the Muskingum Co. Juvenile Correction facility. Congratulations Peggy! 
 

Thank you to the Live Wire Class and all who helped with the Hanging of the Greens to prepare our sanctuary 

for the Advent Season.  Your help is truly appreciated.   
 

Fair Trade Coffee Table:  During the weeks leading up to Christmas we have some fair trade coffee, tea, 

chocolate bars etc. available for purchase. Fair Trade items make great gifts and purchasing fairly traded 

products insures that the farmers receive a fair price for their goods, the environment is protected and a 

percentage helps support Week of Compassion.   
 

Christmas Ornaments 

Did you miss buying your 150th Anniversary ornament last year? We have good news for you…we still have 

some available. They are $10 each and are available in the church office. 
 

Update- Remsters’ Open House rescheduled to February 20th 

Pastor Dawn’s retirement date has officially been moved to February 28th. Due to this change, the Church and 

Community Open House that was originally planned for December 12th has been rescheduled to Sunday, 

February 20th from 1:00 to 4:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  We have a few more Celebration gifts in the works 

that we to present to Pastor Dawn and Tim in February, so be sure to mark Sunday, February 20th and Sunday, 

February 27th on your calendars!  
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Board Meeting Highlights—November 11, 2020 

• Meeting opened by Moderator Jason Kehrberg with prayer. 

• Worship Committee announced the theme for Advent will be, The Inn: Housing the Holy. 

• Evangelism Committee reported that the Trunk or Treat was fun and successful, and well attended.  

• Outreach reported they will sponsor 52 children in the Prison Fellowship Angel Tree project this year 

and have other projects in the works as well.  

• Kim reported that after meetings with the youth & parents it was decided they will plan a trip to New 

York state for their 2022 mission trip.  CE committee is working to prepare for Advent Workshop 

• The Finance committee presented the proposed 2021 budget.  The committee worked to present a realistic 

budget that is supported by financial commitments made on Consecration Sunday.  This resulted in some 

changes in the budget to better reflect our ministry needs. After discussion, the board unanimously approved 

the budget.  It will now be presented to the congregation at a meeting on December 5th at 9:30 a.m.   

• Search Committee reported they are awaiting candidate profiles. 

• Board reviewed paperwork and requirements for chartering a Scout troop.  Will invite representatives 

from Scouts to attend our next board meeting to help clarify some questions. 

• Board discussed how to fill church secretary position. Janice will retire at the end of the year because of 

health and family reasons.   

• Next regular meeting of the board will be held January 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

  

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held 

on Sunday, December 5th at 9:30 a.m. in the 

fellowship hall.  At this meeting we will review and 

vote on the 2022 church budget that has been 

approved by the Board. Please join us! 

 

2022 Offering Envelopes will be available in mid-

December.  We are inviting you to pick up your 

offering envelopes again this year to save us the 

cost of mailing them.  Envelopes will be on the 

hallway table.  If you do not currently have offering 

envelopes but would like to have them, simply add 

your name to the list on the secretary’s desk in the 

office and we will see that you get them.  

 

End of Year Gifts: As 2021 comes to a close, 

consider supporting the mission and ministry of 

First Christian Church with an end of the year gift 

to First Christian Church.  Your gift could change 

lives. 

 

Cookies Needed. Advent Cookie Plates to our 

homebound members will be assembled and 

delivered on Tuesday, December 7th. We will 

assemble the plates at the mini retreat described 

above beginning at 10:30 a.m. Plates will be ready 

for delivery at noon. We are in need of cookie & 

candy donations for the plates and help with 

delivery of the plates.  Sign up on the bulletin board 

if you can help. 
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Thank you ALL for the wonderful dinner and ministry celebration! 

We can’t thank you enough for making the celebration on November 14th so special and full of surprises. The 

meal was delicious, it was great to have my family there and especially good to have so many join us for the 

meal. The heartfelt notes, the beautiful blanket throw, your kind words and your love and care mean so much. 

Although in many ways, I will welcome retirement and a slower pace of life, we will miss each one of you and 

always cherish the ministry we have been blessed to share together. As it ends up, we will have several more 

weeks of sharing ministry together before our actual retirement but know that we appreciate each one of you. 

Thank you!  With love, Dawn & Tim 

  

Special thanks to the Ministry Celebration Team who planned the celebration dinner event on November 

14th. That team includes: Lori Ryan Griffin, Rick Griffin, Lori Buchanan, Chloe Buchanan, Anne Blood, Jim 

McPherson, Erin Remster, Susan Davis, Melissa Lichtner, Susie Mercer, Kim Paul and Phillip Hunt.  Thank 

you all! 

 

Ways to keep in touch with the Church  
  

Where do I find worship services?  

Currently, we continue our in-person worship services at 8:30 and 10:30 Sunday and 1:30 Wednesday in our 

chapel. Our worship services are accessed through our website at www.zvillefcc.com. Look for the picture at 

the top of the page (see picture to the right), click the link, and follow the directions. 
  

Website Homepage 

Our church homepage has a listing of upcoming events, 

announcements, and links to help you engage in our current events. 

Be sure to check it out and stay up to date on all that is happening.  
  

How do I access First Christian’s Facebook Page?  

https://www.facebook.com/FCCZanesville/ is our public 

information page that shares our general church information.  
  

Our members group is located at https://www.facebook.com/groups/530602930924824/. This page is where we 

can share information of a personal nature.  
  

Options to continue your gifts to the church  

*Placing your donation in the offering plate on the table outside the sanctuary.  

*Mailing your offering to the church.  

*Setting up an auto deduction service which will electronically transfer funds from your bank 

account directly to your offering here at church. If you would like more information about this 

service, or to sign-up, please contact Janice at zvillefcc@gmail.com.  

*Scan the QR code at the right of this page.         

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zvillefcc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FCCZanesville/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/530602930924824/
mailto:zvillefcc@gmail.com


The Z-Disciple  DECEMBER 2021 

 

 

 
 

A Storybook Christmas 

Our church family will be providing hot chocolate to our community at the Storybook Christmas event 

downtown on December 10th from 5-9 pm. If you would like to help make or serve hot chocolate, please see 

Kim Paul.  You can sign up to help between 5 and 7 p.m. or 7 and 9 p.m. 

 

Children’s Christmas Eve Program  

The children will be participating in the 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve program. This year we are planning a more 

traditional service with bell ringing and the reading of the Christmas story. Susan will be reaching out to our 

musicians to offer their gifts of song. The middle and high school youth will read the Christmas story and our 

children will wear costumes to portray the holy family, angels, shepherds, wise men, and barn animals. 

Additionally, preschool through 5th grade children who participate in Sunday School classes during the month 

of December will learn to play a few songs on the handbells/chimes for the program.  Depending on the number 

of the children interested in ringing, we may split into two groups.  If your child would like to participate, 

please register so that we can be sure to send you all of the information that you will need.  The link to register 

was sent via email. If you need further assistance registering, please contact Kim Paul or call the church office. 

 

 

What’s Happening in Youth Groups? 

 

JC and Kingdom Kids 

The families of the JC and Kingdom Kids are invited to join us for our outdoor caroling event on Sunday, 

December 5th at 5:30 at the church.  Following the caroling, JC and Kingdom Kids families will be invited 

inside for hot chocolate and treats and a special Christmas project- we will be making ornaments for the tree in 

the Narthex.  

 

Chi Rho and CYF 

It has been a busy month for the youth.  They began a new discussion series titled, “First Love”. They also 

helped serve at the Community Pancake Dinner as well as packed the craft kits for our Advent Workshop.  

There is a lot to look forward to in December as well: 

 

December 5th, 4-5:30 p.m.- Regular Meeting. The youth are invited to stay after the meeting to join in our all 

church caroling event outside. 

 

December 10th, 5-9 p.m.- The youth are invited to help serve hot chocolate at the Storybook Christmas event 

downtown.  Please see Kim to sign up. 

 

December 12th, 4-5:30 p.m.- Regular Meeting 

 

December 19th- Christmas Party- The youth are helping plan this event. More details to come! 
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                     December Outreach Update 

Gracious Givers:  Each month, we have collected a different item for a local community group.    

In December, we are collecting paper or foam plates for Bethel Community Center.  
 

Gracious Givers 2021: By the Numbers 

So far, First Christian Church provided the following items to our community in 2021: 
 

• 393 pairs of Hand Warmers for Christ’s Table 

• 109 jars (183 pounds) of peanut butter for Eastside Community Ministry 

• 687 rolls of toilet paper for Naomi House  

• 78 boxes of cereal for Zanesville City Schools  

• 598 granola bars for Bethel Community Center 

• 180 rolls of paper towels for the Zanesville Civic League  

• 17,376 utensils for Christ’s Table 

• 488 personal hygiene items for Eastside Community Center 

• 133 boxes of tissues to Naomi House 

Upcoming: 

Saturday November 27 Serving at Christ’s Table:   

First Christian will serve next at Christ’s Table on Saturday, November September 27 from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 

p.m.  If you can help, please contact the church office.  

Christmas Offering:  This year the Outreach Committee is designating our Christmas Outreach Offering to 

the Christian Church in Ohio Renewal Initiative. As you can imagine, the pandemic has greatly affected our 

ability as a region to use the facilities at Camp Christian for the regular summer camping program and use 

throughout the year by other groups.  The summer camping season is the major funding source for maintenance, 

upkeep and improvements to the Camp Christian facilities. Disruptions due to the pandemic has greatly 

impacted this ministry.  This initiative will help the Region be able to expand the 2022 Summer camping 

program and increase use of the facilities during the rest of the year. It will also enable the Regional office 

through visioning and technology to better meet the needs of congregations and clergy.  Your gifts to our 

special Christmas Outreach Offering will help address some immediate needs and enable us to plan for the 

future. Christmas offering envelopes will be in the bulletins in December or simply mark your gift Christmas 

Offering. We will receive this special offering during the month of December. 

Angel Tree:  

We have committed to supporting 50 angels this Christmas through Prison Fellowship Angel Tree.  The gifts 

we buy are given to the children on behalf of their incarcerated parent.  Therefore, Prison Fellowship asks that 

each child receive one gift valued at approximately $25.  

The Angel Tree will be up on the first Sunday of Advent, November 28.  At that point, church members can 

take an Angel and shop for that child, wrap the gift (valued at approximately $25) and return it to church by 

December 19.  Outreach will deliver those gifts, along with a personal message of love to the children on behalf 

of their incarcerated parent, Gospel materials, and cards for families to receive a free Bible.   

December Blessing Bag Collection:  Toothbrushes & Toothpaste 

In coordination with this year’s Advent Theme, we are collecting items for blessing bags to give to residents at 

Homeless Hands and Naomi House. We are once again asking for donations of lotion, lip balm, and deodorant 

from Avon. We are asking the congregation to donate toothbrushes and toothpaste to add to the bags.  
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Weekly Worship: 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Wednesday 1:00 pm 

  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
Property 7 pm 

 

 

 

3 4 

5 
9:30 Congregational Mtg.  

Youth Groups 

5:30 Church Caroling 

 

 

3 7 

10:30 a.m. Mini 

Retreat #2 

8 9 10 11 

12 
9:30 Elders Meeting 

3:00 Blue Christmas 

Youth Groups 

 

 

13 14 15 16 

 

6 p.m. Mini 

Retreat #3 

17 18 
 

8:30 Men’s Breakfast 

19 

Youth Groups Christmas 

Party 

 

 

20 21 22 23 24 

5 p.m. Family 

Worship 

10 p.m. Candlelight 

Communion 

25 

 

Merry Christmas 

26 

 

 

 

 

27 28 29 30 31  
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Happy Birthday to: 
Harper Huizenga December 1 

Sydney Allen  December 3 

Steven Kimberly December 3 

Samuel Wegner December 3 

Ashton Erwine December 4 

Shirley Williamson December 4 

Bob Bednarczuk December 5 

Kim Gaskill  December 5 

Allison Gordon December 5 

Graisyn Roberts December 6 

Josh Baker  December 7 

Mary Lou Delbert December 7 

Rev. Philip Hunt December 8 

Kenneth Jones  December 8 

Shari Melick  December 8 

Jana Fulks  December 9 

Jacob Untied  December 9 

Tiffany Kight  December 11 

Adalyn Moon  December 12 

Randal Watts  December 14 

Matt Perry  December 17 

Jill Smith  December 17 

Brad Baker  December 18 

Jared Moon  December 18 

Sarah Moon  December 18 

Jen Ward  December 18 

Susan Thompson December 20 

Barry Supplee  December 22 

Dennie Haddox December 24 

Ed Henderson  December 24 

Martha Pettry  December 25 

Elise Tonneman December 26 

Kim Dunn  December 27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 

Dennie & Joyce Haddox December 1 

Mel & Deborah Granberg December 3 

Deidra & David Allen  December 20 

Tom & Kathi Heins  December 23 

Denise & Jody Baker  December 30 

 

* Shut In 

 

Your Special Day 

We typically list special birthdays as 80, 85, 90, and 

each year thereafter. We list anniversaries at 50, 60, 

70, etc. However, we are happy to share your 

special day whenever it is; just let us know. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


