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Let Love Flow 
Nobody hungry, nobody thirsty, 

shade from the sun, shelter from the wind, 

For the Compassionate One guides them, 

                                                         takes them to the best springs. ~ Isaiah 49:10 (The Message) 

 

Since last year, our world has seen significant change and experienced much suffering. Record-breaking fires 

on the west coast of the U.S. devastated communities and burned millions of acres. An extremely active 

hurricane season brought destruction to the Gulf Coast. A massive explosion in Beirut displaced thousands of 

individuals. And all these events were compounded by a global pandemic. We are living in a time of great 

uncertainty. And yet, even with so much that is unclear about the future, one thing is certain: through this 

ministry of our wider Church, your compassion is at work.  

 

Even during a pandemic, disasters continue to happen. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic impacted every area 

of our personal and communal lives. In the same way, it also touched every area of the work of Week of 

Compassion through sustainable development, disaster relief, and refugee support. Because of your faithfulness, 

in 2020 alone, Week of Compassion provided nearly $3 million for responses all over the world. With so many 

in need, your compassion is more important than ever. 

  

The reality is that 2021 will bring many of the same challenges—as well as some new ones. Disasters will 

continue to occur. Displaced populations remain vulnerable. And hundreds of millions of people around the 

world struggle under the weight of poverty. But thanks to your support, Week of Compassion will continue to 

respond. Events of the past year have shown us that, even in times when we cannot be physically together in 

one place, your offerings to support Week of Compassion continue to strengthen our church’s presence all over 

the world: providing water to the thirsty, food for the hungry, and hope for the weary.  

 

When you share your gifts to Week of Compassion, you “Let Love Flow.” Your generosity ensures that, even in 

the midst of uncertainty, the transforming power of compassion continues to change the world. On behalf of our 

board and partners all over the world, we are grateful for your support and privileged to witness your 

compassion at work.  

 

With much gratitude,  

                Your Week of Compassion Staff  

 

 

 

A Week of Compassion offering envelope is enclosed in this newsletter.  We will receive this special offering 

during the month of February.  Checks can be made to First Christian Church. We will lift-up Week of 

Compassion in our online worship on February 14th.  
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We celebrate with Stacy and Andrew Gray on the 

birth of Darwin Davis on January 5th in Hawaii.  

Proud grandparents are Beth & Jim Fineran.  

 

With Sympathy 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the families to 

have recently lost loved ones over the last several 

months. Doris Ross on the death of her brother and 

Brenda King on the death of her mother. 

 

Thank You Notes 

I want to thank the church for the Christmas gift. I 

appreciated it and it was so thoughtful of you.  I 

also want to thank everyone for the beautiful 

Christmas cards.  With love, Lila Kinney 

 

Dear Friends, We want to thank you for the 

thoughtful Christmas gift you gave us.  There was 

quite a variety in it.  Also thank you to the ones that 

prepared them.  Thank you Susie for delivering it.  

God Bless, Gene & Dolores Davison 

 

Church Family, Thank you so very much for the 

wonderful Christmas gift. It is appreciated beyond 

measure. I’m so blessed to have all of you in my life 

and to share with me the love of our God. I pray 

you are blessed now and in 2021. Mary Lou Delbert 

 

Thanks to everyone for the lovely gift bag.  Your 

thoughtfulness is truly appreciated.  Wilma Riley 

 

Thank you for the Christmas goodie bag.  I 

appreciate those who took the time to send me the 

Home Touch and Upper Room. Reading it each 

morning with my cup of tea is a good way to start 

the day.  Then I do the word search.  I have also 

become acquainted with Beth Fineran through her 

weekly calls.  God bless everyone.  Blanche Lemert 

 

Pastor Dawn & church family, Thank for the bag of 

goodies & delish cookies for the Holidays.  Looking 

forward to returning to Sunday morning services 

again soon.  Betty Barr 

 

 

Disciples Coffee Project 

The Disciples of Christ Coffee Project, a 

partnership between Week of Compassion, 

Disciples Home Missions and Equal Exchange, is a 

way for our congregation to join hands with 

independent farmer communities across the world. 

You can put your faith into action by using fairly 

traded coffee and tea and by learning about how our 

consumer choices impact the global community. 

Through the project, farmers receive fair prices for 

their crops, affordable credit, and long-term trade 

relationships with a trading partner they can trust, 

Equal Exchange. In addition, for every pound of 

fairly traded products Disciples order through the 

Project, Equal Exchange makes a donation to the 

Disciples Hunger Relief and Food Security Fund. 

We serve fair trade coffee here at church and have 

made fair trade coffee available for our members to 

purchase for use at home or give as gifts.  Because 

of your continuing support of the Disciples Coffee 

Project, we will continue to make it available.  And 

your purchases continue to support Week of 

Compassion Ministry.  This month as we lift up the 

ministry of Week of Compassion, why not give Fair 

Trade Coffee a try?  We also have some Equal 

Exchange chocolate bars that would make 

thoughtful Valentine’s Day gifts. These are 

available from our church office. Give us a call to 

see what is available.  Thanks for your support.  
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Lent Begins February 17th 

Holy Vessels: A Lenten Season of Recovery will be 

our theme.  Each of us is created a precious and 

holy vessel of embodied love. We have been 

through a challenging time in the last year that has 

shattered our sense of wholeness– body, mind, and 

spirit–like a glass vessel fractured into pieces. In 

this Lenten “season of recovery” for our physical, 

communal, mental, intellectual, and environmental 

health, we will explore the healing narratives of 

Jesus that tell of divine solidarity with human 

suffering and remind us that we can begin a journey 

toward making something beautiful from that which 

is seemingly broken.  Join us each Sunday during 

the Season of Lent as we explore this theme.  Ash 

Wednesday, February 17th marks the beginning of 

the Season of Lent.  Join us for our Ash 

Wednesday worship service online and in our 

parking lot.  Details will be out soon.  

 

A Word About Worship 

Your patience and understanding as we seek to 

worship as a congregation in a way that is a safe 

experience for all is so appreciated.  Since Advent 

most of our services have been online.  Our online, 

Live streamed worship services will continue each 

week.  As the COVID virus numbers decrease and 

vaccine distribution is ramping up in our county, we 

hope to be able to move to in person sanctuary 

worship before long and as we move toward spring, 

our drive-in worship services will begin as needed. 

We will keep you updated through weekly emails, 

phone tree and printed communication.  If you have 

any questions, however, please give us a call.  Also, 

if you have any trouble viewing our online worship, 

please let us know.  God is with us when we are 

together and when we are scattered but will look 

forward to being together as a congregation in our 

sanctuary as soon as possible.  

 

 

 
 

Hope, Healing and Wholeness… 

is the theme for our Lenten Bible Study.  This five 

week study will begin on Wednesday, February 24 

at 7:00 p.m. and run through March 24th.  God, the 

spirit of love in which we live and move and have 

our being, is relentlessly seeking wholeness for all 

of creation.  Through a variety of biblical stories, 

we will explore what is means to be “whole” and to 

see the movement of God as a source of hope in 

times of suffering. This study will be held in Zoom 

format.  If you would like to be part of the study, 

please contact the church office or Rev Remster so 

we can send you the study material and zoom link.   

  

Pastor’s Class 2021 

During the months of February & March we are 

hoping to have Pastor’s class for those who want to 

learn more about what it means to be a follower of 

Jesus Christ.  This class will include virtual and in 

person elements. Youth interested in exploring 

church membership are invited to let Rev. Remster 

know they are interested (call the church office or 

email revremster@gmail.com).  

  

Search Committee 

The Search Committee met with Regional Minister 

Thad Allen on January 13, 2021. Members of the 

Search Committee are Jason Kehrberg and Cato 

Coleman (Cochairmen), Jill Bednarczuk, Dave 

Higgins, Adam Jones, Mary Kitzig, John Moon, 

Anna Paul and Amy Wilson. We hope to have our 

New Minister in place before Pastor Dawn retires 

and so we will not have an Interim Minister. 

We will be surveying the congregation for your 

input on implementing a search.  Also. the 

committee has begun work on our congregational 

profile. 

       Cato Coleman  (Search Committee Co-Chair) 
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What’s Happening in Youth Groups? 

 

The JC and Kingdom Kids had a virtual game night in January.  They enjoyed an evening of laughs as they 

shared jokes and riddles, wrote Mad Libs, and played Charades.  

 

On Sunday, February 14th at 1 pm, the children are invited to participate in a Valentine Scavenger Hunt.  

Participants will stop at the homes of 10 different church family members to exchange Valentines (socially 

distanced and wearing masks of course).  But first, you must solve clues to determine which homes you are 

headed to! Registration is required by February 7th so that all of our “Cupids” can be prepared.  Contact Kim 

Paul for registration information. 

 

Chi Rho and CYF have completed a study on the book of Galatians which challenged them to really consider 

what grace is and the role that it plays in their faith.  During the season of Lent they will be viewing the series 

“The Chosen”.  “The Chosen'' is the first-ever-multi-season TV show about the life of Jesus.  It allows us to see 

Him through the eyes of those who knew him. We will begin this new series on February 14th and it will 

continue each Sunday during lent at 4 pm on Zoom.  Interested participants can contact Kim for the Zoom link. 

 

On Sunday, February 7th the youth will welcome in the month of February with a Valentine’s Day Scavenger 

Hunt of their own.  The youth and their families will be guided from place to place by clues hidden in love 

songs!  If you want the next clue, you will have to play along...Registration is required, contact Kim for more 

information. 
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February Outreach Update  
 

 

 

Gracious Givers:  Each month in 2021, we will collect a different item for a local community 

group.  From now until February 26, we are collecting Hand Warmers for Christ’s Table.  In 

March, we will collect peanut butter for Eastside Community Ministry.  Please look for a full 

calendar to come shortly so you can stock up on items as you find them on sale.  Please bring 

your donations to the Church during normal business hours.   

 

Our special offering for our February Week of Compassion is “Let Love Flow."   

Although we ask that you please consider donating to Week of Compassion during the 

month of February, Week of Compassion is more than a week.  It is a ministry of the 

whole Church, reaching those in need "around the world, around the year.”  From Week of Compassion: “Any 

time we respond to a need in the world, we bear witness to the unity of our table, faithfully sharing the gifts that 

we have as an expression of Christ's love.  In working together with partners, Week of Compassion represents 

the Disciples of Christ commitment to unity, making our resources reach farther and growing our impact on a 

global scale.”  “They will neither hunger nor thirst, nor will the desert heat or the sun beat down on them. He 

who has compassion on them will guide them and lead them beside springs of water.”  ~ Isaiah 49:10   

 

March 27 -Serving at Christ’s Table:  FCC will serve next at Christ’s Table on Saturday, March 27.   If you 

can help, please contact Kris Hawk at (740) 624-0810.   

Christ's Table Coordinators Needed:  We still need more coordinators for our service at Christ's Table.  We 

serve every other month (January, March, May, July, September, November).  If you would like to be a 

coordinator, you will receive training and are only asked to take a turn coordinating twice per year.  If you have 

any questions or are interested, please contact the church office. 
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Gracious Givers:  Each month in 2021, we will collect a different item for a local community 

group.  From now until February 26, we are collecting Hand Warmers for Christ’s Table.  The 

full calendar is listed below so you can stock up on items as you find them on sale.  Please 

bring your donations to the Church during normal business hours.  Thank you! 
 
 
FCC Outreach Item-Specific Collection 2021  
 

Month Item Collected Recipient 

Jan/February (Feb. 28) Hand Warmers Christ’s Table 

March (March 28) Peanut Butter Eastside 

April (April 25) Toilet Paper Naomi House 

May (May 30) Cereal Zanesville City Schools 

June (June 27) Granola Bars Bethel 

July (July 25) Paper Towels Civic League 

August (Aug. 29) Plastic Forks & Spoons Christ’s Table 

September (Sept. 26) Personal Hygiene Items Eastside 

October (Oct. 31) Tissues Naomi House 

November (Nov. 28) Canned Fruit or Peanut Butter or Cereal Zanesville City Schools 

December (Dec. 26) Paper or Foam Plates Bethel 
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Happy Birthday to: 
Delaney Jones   February 1 

Lori Griffin   February 2 

Lydia Huy   February 2 

Lowell Body   February 3 

Ashley Gordon  February 3 

Kaye Bednarczuk  February 4 

Brian Untied   February 4 

Kelsey Gaskill   February 5 

Bill Anderson   February 6 

Melissa Lichtner  February 6 

Mindy Waite   February 6 

Emma Kimberly  February 7 

Celia Miller   February 9 

John Dick   February 10 

Bud Krause   February 10 

Parker Ward   February 10 

Bob Fox   February 13 

John Grubbs   February 13 

Rylee McCuen  February 13 

Micah Mathers  February 14 

Genette Spragg  February 14 

Mickey Spragg  February 14 

Marianne Henderson  February 15 

Madison Hillis   February 15 

Adam Jones   February 16 

Carol Hunt   February 17 

Jim McGee   February 17 

Phil Short   February 18 

*Sharon Krause  February 20 

Shaye Jones   February 24 

*Dennis Huy   February 25 

Johnathan (JP) Lichtner February 25 

David King   February 26 

Matt Tice   February 26 

Taylor Rhodes   February 27 

Jacob Hittle   February 28 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 
Greg & Errin Rhodes  February 6 

 

* Shut In 

 

Special Birthdays this month: 
 

Your Special Day 

We typically list special birthdays as 80, 85, 90, and 

each year thereafter. We list anniversaries at 50, 60, 

70, etc. However, we are happy to share your 

special day whenever it is; just let us know. 
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