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I Believe Even When… Fill the Night with Music and Light
Raise your voice…raise it: don’t be afraid. Isaiah 40:9
2020 finds us living in a time of challenge, loss, division, and fear. As we enter the Season of Advent, we still
find ourselves as a scattered congregation, separated by physical distance until the COVID levels return to a
point where it is safe for us to gather in our sanctuary once again. We have been “waiting” for months now and
yet here we are in Advent, a season of waiting and preparation. We long for hope, comfort. and good news.
Jesus was born into a world of challenge, loss, division. and fear. Through his teachings he called for
transformation and reconciliation through hope, love, joy, and peace. This Advent let us prepare for the Christ
child to be born anew in our hearts and our world. Let us fill the night with music and light and celebrate the
Good News that comes to us even when we are discouraged. This year our Advent and Christmas celebrations
will be different than we would like, and yet, we have Good News to proclaim and a world in need of
transformation. Let’s raise our voices and set aside our fear. Let us stay connected to and through the love of
God in this season of hope.
November 29th: First Sunday in Advent: I Believe in the Sun: Hope for Tomorrow
Worship with us online beginning at 8:30 a.m. (or whenever it works for your family) zvillefcc.com
6:30 p.m. Join us for our Virtual Advent Workshop via Zoom.
December 6th: Second Sunday in Advent: I Believe in Love: Daring Right Relationship
Worship with us online beginning at 8:30 a.m. zvillefcc.com
6:30 p.m. Join us for an evening of carol singing “drive-in” style in our parking lot. It will be fun for all ages
and musical abilities. Give it a try. You will be able to hear over your car radio.
December 13th: I Believe in God: Ode to Joy
Worship with us online beginning at 8:30 a.m. zvillefcc.com
3:00 p.m. Blue Christmas Service will also be held online this year. Join us for this
service of hope & healing.
December 20th : Fourth Sunday in Advent: I Believe in the Light: Illuminating Peace
Worship with us online beginning at 8:30 a.m. zvillefcc.com
5:00 p.m. Our children’s Christmas pageant can be viewed on-line today.
December 24th, Christmas Eve: We Believe, Even Now
7:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Drive-In Service in the parking lot
This is a “family friendly” service for all ages as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Candlelight Communion Service will be on-line and able to be viewed starting at 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 27th Believe This: The Time has Come
Worship with us online beginning at 8:30 a.m. zvillefcc.com
Join us each week as we celebrate the coming of Jesus with peace, joy, love & hope!
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Here are the details of our Advent & Christmas Events for All Ages
I Believe Even When…Fill the Night with Music and Light
It is difficult not being able to gather for worship during the COVID pandemic and even when levels permitted
us to gather, congregational singing was determined to be “too risky” for those gathered. But its difficult to
imagine this season without music. So, we are going to fill the night with music and light this season. Each
week we will explore in worship and discussion groups the transforming and reconciling power of music to
change our world and our lives. We have good news to proclaim and we will do so this season through the
power of music.
Advent Devotional Booklets are available in the literature rack at the church or download a free Advent
Devotional book from the Society of St Andrew at https://endhunger.org/docs_church/advent/AdventBooklet.pdf
Spend some time each day in prayer.
Advent Prayer Partners If you signed up to be an Advent prayer partner this season, you should receive that
information just before Thanksgiving. If you do not, give Dawn a call. If you did not sign up but still want to
be matched with a prayer partner, call the church office.
Family Advent Workshop Our Annual Family Advent Workshop will begin on Sunday, November 29th via
Zoom at 6:30 p.m. and continue throughout the season each Sunday as we share together some Advent fun. If
you signed up for this year’s workshop you can pick up your craft kit and schedule of events from the church
starting November 22nd. See Kim if you have questions.
All Church Caroling in the parking lot Sunday, December 6th. Because of COVID restrictions, we will be
unable to carol to local nursing homes as we have done for several years. Join us instead for a Carol Sing in our
parking lot at 6:30 p.m. All ages are invited for songs and fun with a few surprises as well. We will gather as
we did for our parking lot drive-in services so we can “safely sing” in our cars while connecting with our
musicians through our car radios. It will be a great way to connect with each other and enjoying the songs we
love. Join us.
Blue Christmas Service—December 13th For many, the holiday season is not all joyful celebrations but rather
a painful reminder of loss and sadness. Maybe you are feeling the loss of a loved one, the end of a relationship,
job or change in your health or just discouraged about not being able to visit loved ones. On December 13th at
3:00 p.m. we invite you to join us for an online candlelight service of hope and healing. This service will
acknowledge the myriad of emotions which confront us at the darkest time of the year and guide us to a place of
solace. You can view this service through our web site zvillefcc.com
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Our Advent Worship Services will be available online each Sunday morning at 8:30 a.m. and can be viewed
any time after that by going to zvillefcc.com and clicking on the worship service box. We are trying to make
Advent extra special by including the voices and faces of our congregation in leading the services. Thank you
to all who have been willing to take part. And Thanks to Sam Grubbs and Greg Rhodes who did all the
videoing, editing and basically making our online worship services accessible to us even when our county
health advisory is RED. It is one way we stay connected and distanced at the same time.
Have Trouble Accessing our Online Worship Services? Our Welcome Back Team and Worship Committee
want everyone to be able to connect to our worship services for Advent and Christmas. If you have an internet
connection but are not able to view the worship services, call us and we can provide “tech support”. If you do
not have internet access, we can provide a DVD of the worship service for you to view. If you do not have a
DVD player, we will provide one. Just call the church 740-454-3437 and let us know what you need. Its as
easy as that.
Drive-In Worship Update. We want to thank all of those who gave our Drive-In worship services a try and
kept coming back. We began on Pentecost Sunday in May and for the last 26 weeks have held 10:30 worship in
our parking lot. We averaged 82 in attendance each week and had enjoyed some fun and fellowship in addition
to worship. Our weekly drive-in services will take a break for the season of Advent and Christmas because we
want to include more members of the congregation in our weekly worship leadership and can only do that
through video which does not lend itself to the parking lot. We will however hold at least two special events
during Advent in the parking lot (details above). After the first of the year, we will assess weather conditions
and COVID levels and decide when to resume worship in our parking lot.
We want to extend a HUGE thank you to Greg Rhodes who has faithfully showed up so all of you could hear
the worship service each week. Also thank you to our band who each week inspired us with music; Susan
Davis, Taylor Rhodes, Ben Appleby, Matt McCandlish & Tim Remster. And of course, our parking lot captains
who kept us casualty free and moving smoothly as we gathered each week; Jim McPherson, Mel Granberg and
Bill Factor and others. We have been blessed by those who have stepped up and made it possible for us to
“Sing to the Lord a new song” in a new way.
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With Sympathy
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the VanGilder family on the passing of Cynthia on November 4th.
Thank You
I would like to thank the congregation for the generous gift of money for Pastor’s Appreciation. I really enjoy
ministering to the congregation and our friendships. It is a privilege to work alongside Pastor Dawn. Rev.
Philip Hunt
Temporary Change of Address
Until March, Carolyn Scott is staying with her daughter. Her address is 4551 Marilyn Dr., Lewis Center, OH
43035-8262.
New in Our Library
As long as you are staying at home this month, why not check out one of our new books in the church library
and be inspired. Here are a few of the latest editions:
Advent for Everyone: A Journey with the Apostles by N.T. Wright provides readers with an inspirational guide
through the Advent season, from the first Sunday in Advent through the Saturday after the Fourth Sunday in
Advent. Popular biblical scholar and author N. T. Wright provides his own Scripture translation and brief
reflection, helping readers understand Advent in the wider context of God's love.
In Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas by Adam Hamilton examines the names of Christ
used by the gospel writers, exploring the historical and personal significance of his birth.
The Characters of Christmas: Unlikely People Caught Up in the Story of Jesus by Daniel Darling was written,
to help you take a fresh look at the Christmas story by getting to know the minor characters that played a part in
Jesus’ birth, such as Zechariah and Elizabeth, the Shepherds, and Herod. As you slow down, engage your
imagination, and enter into the stories of these women and men, you’ll see the most important character—Jesus
Christ—with new eyes.
Advent Movie & Discussion: The Power of Music in the Midst of Difficult Times
During the season of Advent our small group study will be a Film Festival including 5 documentaries on the
power of music in difficult times. Participants will be invited to view one documentary each week and then
gather on ZOOM for a discussion on the film Tuesday evenings at 7 p.m. beginning December 1st. You can
join us for all five discussions or just some of them. These documentaries are all available either free on
YouTube or for a nominal rental fee $1.99 on Amazon Video. If you want to view the films but are unable to
join the Zoom discussion group, we have material tailored to that as well. If you want to receive the information
about viewing the films, let Dawn or the church office know and we will get you the information you need. Our
first discussion will be December 1st so plan to watch the first film in advance of the discussion. If you have
questions just ask Dawn. Note: These documentaries are appropriate for teens and adults but not for young
children. However, we have put together a Family Film Festival for young families that will be available in the
Advent workshop bags or just call the church office and request one.
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Fair Trade Coffee Table: During the weeks leading up to Christmas we have a stock of Fair Trade coffee, tea,
chocolate bars and almonds. Fair Trade items make great gifts and purchasing fairly traded products ensure that
the farmers receive a fair price for their goods, the environment is protected and a percentage helps support
Week of Compassion. (If you placed an order for Fair Trade items, they should be here soon.) If you did not
place an order, stop by or call to see what we have left in stock.
Flash Sale: Since we are not gathering on Sunday mornings for coffee and conversation, we have several bags
of Fair Trade coffee that are at or just beyond the date on the bag. (although they are vacuum packed and fresh
beyond the date.) We are making these available for $3/bag. Stop by or give us a call if you want to purchase
this coffee.
Board Meeting Highlights—November 12, 2020
• Zoom Board Meeting opened by Moderator Jason Kehrberg.
• Evangelism Committee reported that the Trunk or Treat was fun and successful.
• Outreach reported we will sponsor 40 children from Muskingum Co. this year through Prison
Fellowship Angel Tree.
• Christian Education is busy getting ready for Advent Workshop which will be virtual this year.
• The Finance committee reminded the board that they would keep the 2021 budget the same as the 2020
budget since the COVID pandemic resulted in spending patterns that we had not anticipated. Thank
you to all for your continuing support of the church and its mission.
• Rev Remster shared her plans to retire at the end of 2021 when she is 65. The Board discussed using a
new model for transitioning church leadership and voted to proceed with a transition in place model. A
search committee will begin its work in the coming weeks and keep the congregation informed of the
process. Over the next 14 months, Rev Remster will continue to serve our congregation as Senior
Minster.
• Jason announced the search committee will be co-chaired by Cato Coleman and Jason Kehrberg,
members include: Dave Higgins, Amy Wilson, Anna Paul, Adam Jones, Mary Kitzig, John Moon and
Jill Bednarczuk.
• Next regular meeting of the board will be held January 14th at 7:00 p.m.
2021 Offering Envelopes will be mailed in December to everyone who currently uses them. If you do not
currently have offering envelopes but would like to have them, please call the church office and let us know.
Thank you.
End of Year Gifts: As 2020 comes to a close, consider supporting the mission and ministry of First Christian
Church with an end of the year gift to First Christian Church. Your gift could change lives.
Christmas Gifts to our Homebound Members. We have enjoyed the tradition of making and delivering
cookie plates in the Advent season to our homebound. In light of COVID restrictions this year, it is necessary
to make some changes to our traditional gift. We will, however, be putting together small gifts containing
useful items to share with our homebound members. If you would like to help assemble or deliver these gifts,
please let Dawn know.
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At Home Advent Workshop
We do have few extra craft bags prepared. If you would like to participate, please contact Kim Paul (740-2211305, kimdpaul@gmail.com).
Participants will have a craft project to do each week during Advent as well as an invitation to participate in Zoom
meetings weekly on Sundays at 6:30 during Advent. Each week during our Zoom meeting we will have a fun
Christmas game or activity that everyone will enjoy! Tune in to find out whether we will play Christmas Rollick,
Christmas Scattergories, or go on a Christmas Light Scavenger Hunt! We will also light our advent wreath and
share a prayer and devotion. On December 6th, rather than a Zoom meeting, we will gather in the church
parking lot for Christmas Caroling.
Children’s Christmas Program
We are so excited about our plans for a Children's Christmas program which will be shared with the congregation
virtually during Advent. The shelter house will be staged for the nativity scene and as the Christmas story is
narrated, the children will be shown arriving at the manger in costume. This will be a safe, fun and meaningful
way for the children to continue sharing in the tradition of telling the Christmas story to our church family. Your
children will also be excited that family members who are far away will also be able to view their Christmas
program!
Sunday School
Preschool children are meeting on Wednesday mornings at 10 am on Zoom and Elementary children are meeting
on Sunday mornings at 9 am on Zoom. Even if your children are not able to participate in Zoom meetings, we
still have you covered! There are new videos posted each week for your child to watch, as well as parent resources
for follow up. Just check out these links, and let Kim know if you have any questions.
zvillefcc.com/k5 and http://www.zvillefcc.com/preschool.
Children Worship and Wonder
A new Worship and Wonder story is posted each week at, http://www.zvillefcc.com/worship/services-andinfo/. Be sure to have your child join us for their own unique worship experience!
Chi Rho and CYF
Our youth groups continue to meet via Zoom on Sunday evenings from 4-5:30 for games, fellowship, and bible
study. These meetings are a great way to keep the youth feeling cared for, connected, and supported. If you
have questions about how to participate in a youth group meeting, please contact Kim Paul
(kimdpaul@gmail.com).
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Angel Tree Project: The Angel Tree project is in full swing. We have committed to supporting 40 Angels this
Christmas through Prison Fellowship. If you took an Angel, please return your wrapped gift with the Angel
Tag attached (it’s a sticker) by December 13th. The Outreach Committee will deliver those gifts, along with a
personal message of love to the children on behalf of their parent in prison. Thank you for your generous
support of this annual tradition.
Mitten Garland: If you would like to contribute mittens, gloves, hats, socks, or scarves for our Mitten
Garland, please drop them off at the church during business hours by December 20th. These items go to
Eastside, Salvation Army, and Zanesville City Schools. Thank you for keeping our community warm this
winter.
Eastside Community Ministry: If you have nonperishable food donations for Eastside, please place them in
the shopping cart outside the church on Sundays.
Serving at Christ’s Table: We will serve next at Christ’s Table on Saturday, January 23rd. If you can help,
please contact Kris Hawk at (740) 624-0810.
Christ's Table Coordinators Needed: We still need more coordinators for our service at Christ's Table. We
serve every other month (January, March, May, July, September, November). If you would like to be a
coordinator, you will receive training. If you have any questions or are interested, please contact the church
office.

Ways to keep in touch with the church
Where do I find worship services?
Our worship services are accessed through our website at www.zvillefcc.com. You will see a black box at the
top left of the screen with instructions to click for the service information.
How do I access First Christian’s Facebook Page?
https://www.facebook.com/FCCZanesville/ is our public information page that shares our general church
information.
Our members group is located at https://www.facebook.com/groups/530602930924824/. This page is where we
can share information of a personal nature and where Dawn’s daily message is shared.
Three options to continue your gifts to the church
*Mailing your offering to the church
*Setting up an auto deduction service which will electronically transfer funds from your bank account directly
to your offering here at church. If you would like more information about this service, or to sign-up, please
contact Janice at zvillefcc@gmail.com.
*Scan the QR code at the right of this page.
Thank you for your continued gifts!
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Karen Barnett
Frank Blaney
Jean Denton
Joyce Dittmar
Tom Flegge
Ed Fuller
Hanna Hagan
Marla Hewitt
Burdeen Higginbotham
Dennis Huy
Marna Hyett
Barbara King
Lila Kinney
Blanche Lemert
Phyllis Madinger
Glenna McNerney
Madge Myer
Bob Payne
Carolyn Scott
Thelma (Nan) Stahl
Marilyn Thorn
JoAnn Van Gilder
Betty Wagner
Ellen Wiseman
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845 Brown St., Zanesville, OH 43701
2170 Galena Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701
1114 Wilson Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701
1854 Norwood Blvd., Zanesville, OH 43701
4212 Northpointe Dr., #114, Zanesville, OH 43701
1575 Bowers Lane, Zanesville, OH 43701
c/o Tom Flegge, 4212 Northpointe Dr., #114, Zanesville, OH 43701
517 Richmond Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701
Danbury Senior Living, 2870 Snouffer Rd., Rm. 231, Columbus, OH 43235
6125 Dresden Rd., Zanesville, OH 43701
1285 Amberlea Dr., Gahanna, OH 43230
3291 Northpointe Dr., #410, Zanesville, OH 43701
334 McConnell Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701
1434 Central Ave., Zanesville, OH 43701
1020 Taylor St., #204, Zanesville, OH 43701
1675 Russel St., Zanesvillle, OH 43701
c/o Theresa Auldridge, 1909 Millstream Dr., Salem, VA 24153
2802 Thompson Run Rd., Zanesville, OH 43701
4551 Marilyn Dr., Lewis Center, OH 43035-8262.
3105 Winding Way, Zanesville, OH 43701
645 Military Rd., Zanesville, OH 43701
135 E. Willow Dr., Zanesville, OH 43701
4200 Harrington Dr., Zanesville, OH 43701
3291 Northpointe Dr., #510, Zanesville, OH 43701
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Week of Compassion Update
Portland FCC Responds to Compound Disasters
In the heart of downtown Portland, Oregon, First Christian Church has had a community feeding
ministry in place for more than 25 years. Prior to the pandemic, they were distributing 100-125 sandwiches each
week. When COVID-19 impacted the city, other downtown programs had to close their doors almost overnight.
This left a big gap in services, with many people in need. But because FCC had existing relationships with
many of those other ministries and services, they were able to move quickly to help fill the gap. With help from
church members and volunteers, with support from Week of Compassion and other denominational grants for
COVID-19 Relief, and in partnership with other community organizations, First Christian Church has been able
to expand their capacity in a significant way. The church has increased the number of people they reach nearly
tenfold. They have opened their doors to house a ministry that would otherwise have closed. And with
deliveries of 7 tons of food per week from the Oregon Food Bank, church partners and volunteers sort and
organize the food and help distribute the packages to neighbors in need. Because of their long-standing presence
in the community, and long history of working to feed unhoused and lower income neighbors, the church also
knew that a “one size fits all” approach to food distribution would not work in their neighborhood. Portland’s
cultural diversity makes for unique needs among families from different cultural backgrounds. In order to honor
those different cultures, and to preserve the dignity of those they serve, FCC works across their wide network of
partners to exchange food where needed. Pastor Cynthia McBride offers the example of cheese -- while not a
common ingredient for some families, it is a cultural staple for others; partners at FCC have been able to share
and coordinate these resources. Eventually, they developed both an Asian pantry and a Latinx pantry.
With worship happening remotely, the building was almost entirely dedicated to the onsite feeding
partnership, which grew to incorporate other downtown programs. The church also shared space to offer
showers, laundry, and device charging for their houseless neighbors three days per week. Even without regular
church programs happening, the building was seeing more traffic than usual.
Then, as the church continued to adapt to the needs of the pandemic, smoke from the wildfires that had
affected so much of their state began to encroach upon the city. At one point, for a full week, Portland had the
worst air quality in the world. It was hazardous, and people were not supposed to be outside at all. If you don’t
have a house, that is an especially tough situation. This development posed further challenges to the newly
expanded ministry at FCC, which had been happening primarily outdoors due to the pandemic. Now, the
houseless neighbors-- many of whom were relying on the church for food support-- also had no place to go.
Through those challenging days of the wildfires, the people of First Christian continued responding to an
ever-changing situation, working to meet the needs of some of their most vulnerable neighbors. With additional
support from Week of Compassion, the church was able to offer water, as well as N-95 masks to their houseless
friends. Filtration masks have been hard to come by during COVID-19-- and were especially appreciated by
those living outdoors with the dangerous air quality every day.
“I’m so thankful for the congregation’s consistent response to the crisis,” says Pastor Cynthia McBride.
“The response from the congregation has been one of thankfulness and gratitude. Some churches might say that
if we can’t be in the building, nobody should, but that’s not the response here. It really reflects the heart of the
congregation, that they want to care for neighbors in need... I’m humbled and honored to pastor with people
who are passionate about the gospel and living out Christ’s call to love our neighbors.”
“Every gift the church has received has been helpful in underwriting this ministry… Week of
Compassion has really been a blessing. We have the awareness that, in the midst of any crisis, as Disciples we
know we are connected with people who care.”
As Portland First Christian Church continues to answer the call to serve their neighbors-- and serve
WITH their neighbors-- in the midst of extremely challenging circumstances, our wider Church answers the call
as well. Your gifts to Week of Compassion empower congregations like FCC to step up in times of crisis; to fill
community needs when there are gaps; and to know that they are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses that
reaches far beyond their own community, and beyond the sanctuary walls.
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Weekly Worship:
Sunday 8:30 a.m. online at
www.zvillefcc.com

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

7 pm Advent film
discussion

6 2nd Week of Advent

7

8:30 Online Worship
6:30 Carol Singing in
Parking Lot

13 3rd Week of Advent

14

8:30 Online Worship

Sat

4

5

7 pm Elders Meeting
7 pm Property

9

10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19
8 am Men’s Zoom
Breakfast

7 pm Advent film
discussion

21

8:30 Online Worship
5:00 Children’s Pageant
Online

27

3

Fri

7 pm Advent film
discussion

8:30 Online Worship
3:00 Online Blue
Christmas

20 4th Week of Advent

8

Thu

22

23

7 pm Family Service
in Parking Lot
5 pm Candlelight
Communion online

7 pm Advent film
discussion

28

29
7 pm Advent film
discussion

24

30

31
New Year’s Eve

25
Merry Christmas

26
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Happy Birthday to:

Happy Anniversary to:

Harper Huizenga
Sydney Allen
Steven Kimberly
Samuel Wegner
Ashton Erwine
Shirley Williamson
Bob Bednarczuk
Kim Gaskill
Allison Gordon
Jayson Brazell
Graisyn Roberts
Josh Baker
Mary Lou Delbert
Rev. Philip Hunt
Kenneth Jones
Shari Melick
Jana Fulks
Jacob Untied
Tiffany Kight
Adalyn Moon
Hailey Watts
Randal Watts
Matt Perry
Jill Smith
Brad Baker
Jared Moon
Sarah Moon
Jen Ward
Susan Thompson
Barry Supplee
Dennie Haddox
Ed Henderson
Martha Pettry
Elise Tonneman
Kim Dunn

Dennie & Joyce Haddox
Mel & Deborah Granberg
Deidra & David Allen
Tom & Kathi Heins
Denise & Jody Baker

December 1
December 3
December 3
December 3
December 4
December 4
December 5
December 5
December 5
December 6
December 6
December 7
December 7
December 8
December 8
December 8
December 9
December 9
December11
December 12
December 13
December 14
December 17
December 17
December 18
December 18
December 18
December 18
December 20
December 22
December 24
December 24
December 25
December 26
December 27

December 1
December 3
December 20
December 23
December 30

* Shut In
Your Special Day
We typically list special birthdays as 80, 85, 90, and
each year thereafter. We list anniversaries at 50, 60,
70, etc. However, we are happy to share your
special day whenever it is; just let us know.

