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Heaven and Nature Sing: 300 Years of Joy to the World 
Join us this Advent Season as we sign a new song to the Lord and prepare for the Christ child  

to be born anew in our hearts and our world.  

 

December 1st:  First Sunday in Advent: Prepare Him Room: Hopeful Joy 

Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

Thursday, December 5th at 6p.m. Wreath Making Workshop 

December 8th:  Second Sunday in Advent: Repeat the Sounding Joy: Loving Joy 

Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. Chancel Choir will share the cantata, Dawn of Joy  

 

4:00 p.m. Blue Christmas Service in the chapel—all are welcome to join us for this  

service of hope & healing. 

 

5:00 p.m.  Family Advent Workshop 

Individuals and families of all ages are invited to join us for a light meal, Advent crafts & stories. 

December 15th: Third Sunday in Advent: Make the Blessings Known: Unabashed Joy 

Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

6:00 p.m.  Antrim Mennonite Choir in Concert 

reception following 

 

December 22nd : Fourth Sunday in Advent: Make the Nations Prove: Peaceful Joy 

Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

December 24th, Christmas Eve: The Lord is Come: Incarnate Joy 

1:00 p.m. Our weekday service will be held on Tuesday this week instead of Wednesday 

 5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Eve Service 

This is a “family friendly” service as our children and youth share Jesus Means Christmas to Me 

10:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion Service 

Scripture and the music will be part of this candlelight communion service.                   

Sunday, December 29th  Wonders of His Love: Compassionate Joy 

Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
Worship on each Wednesday 1:00 p.m. in the chapel  except the 25th 

Sunday School for all ages at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday morning. 

Join us each week as we celebrate the God’s messages of peace, joy, love & hope! 

 

  

mailto:zvillefcc@sbcglobal.net
http://www.zvillefcc.com/
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Here are the details of our Advent & Christmas Events for All Ages 

 

Heaven and Nature Sing! 300 Years of Joy to the World 

The carol Joy to the World celebrates its 300th anniversary this Advent.  This Christmas classic was composed 

by Isaac Watts as an interpretation of Psalm 98 and invites us to sing a “new song”.  During the season of 

Advent, we will explore the depts of joy that can be found even in the midst of suffering, the work of justice, 

and compassion—all part of the coming of Jesus into the world.  It is a message the world still needs to hear. 

Invite your friends and family and join us this Advent. 

 

Advent Devotional Booklets are available in the literature rack at the church.  Grow in your relationship with 

the One whose advent we celebrate this season.  Spend some time each day in prayer.   

 

Blue Christmas Service—December 8th   

For many, the holiday season is not all joyful celebrations but rather a painful reminder of loss and sadness.  

Maybe you are feeling the loss of a loved one, the end of a relationship, job or change in your health.  On 

December 8th at 4:00 p.m. we invite you to join us for a candlelight service of hope and healing.  This service 

will acknowledge the myriad of emotions which confront us at the darkest time of the year and guide us to a 

place of solace.  This service will be held in the chapel.  All are welcome to attend.   

 

 

Good News to Share 

Is there someone you know, a neighbor, friend, co-

worker or family member who needs to know the 

Good News of God’s love in their life?  Why not 

invite them to church during the Advent Season.  It 

could be the greatest gift you give this season.   

 

Fair Trade Coffee Table:  During the weeks 

leading up to Christmas we will fully stock our 

supplies of fair trade coffee, tea, chocolate bars and 

almonds. New this year—flavored coffee and 

chocolate chips.  (We have coffee and tea available 

throughout the year.)  Fair Trade items make great 

gifts and purchasing fairly traded products insures 

that the farmers receive a fair price for their goods, 

the environment is protected and a percentage helps 

support Week of Compassion.    

 

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held 

on Sunday, December 1st at 9:30 a.m. in the 

fellowship hall.  At this meeting we will review and 

vote on the 2020 church budget that has been 

approved by the Board. Please join us! 

 

 

2020 Offering Envelopes will be available in mid-

December.  We are inviting you to pick up your 

offering envelopes again this year to save us the 

cost of mailing them.  Envelopes will be on the 

hallway table.  If you do not currently have offering 

envelopes but would like to have them, simply add 

your name to the list on the secretary’s desk in the 

office and we will see that you get them.  

 

End of Year Gifts: As 2019 comes to a close, 

consider supporting the mission and ministry of 

First Christian Church with an end of the year gift 

to First Christian Church.  Your gift could change 

lives. 

 

 
Elders Advent Breakfast 

December 8 

9:30 a.m. 

All Elders are encouraged to join us 
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Advent Outreach Projects: 

We are again collecting items for Blessing Bags: 

 

Blessing Bags for residents in a local nursing 

home.  These bags will include a few essentials that 

could come in handy for residents.  

 Blessing bags will include:  

 Chapstick/lip balm 

 Comb 

 Fun size candy bars 

 Pen & small note pad 

 Pocket calendar 

 Note card—with a cheerful note written on it 
 

Blessing Bags for the homeless in our 

community.  These bags will include few items 

helpful to those who are homeless.  

 A clear gallon plastic bag to fit all items:  

 wet wipes 

 Chapstick/lip balm 

 Applesauce pouches  

 Trail mix  

 Beef jerky  

 Tuna (in tear-able package)  

 Socks  

 Hand warmers  

 Band aids  

 Small bottled water or sports drink 

 

Advent Cookie Plates to our homebound members 

will be assembled and delivered on Tuesday, 

December 10th. We will assemble the plates at 

10:00 a.m. and plates will be ready for delivery at 

11:30 a.m. We are in need of cookie & candy 

donations for the plates and help with delivery of 

the plates. 

 

Cookies Needed 

Cookies needed for reception following concert on 

December 15th.  We will host a reception with 

beverages and cookies following the Antrim 

Mennonite Choir Concert.  We are in need of 

cookie donations and volunteers to serve, set up and 

clean up reception.  Please sign up on the bulletin 

board if you can help or call the church office.  

 

 

 

Thank you to the Live Wire Class and all who 

helped with the Hanging of the Greens to prepare 

our sanctuary for the Advent Season.  Your help is 

truly appreciated.   

 

From Michael and Susan Frye 

We thank you so much and express gratitude for all 

your prayers throughout my dad’s illness and end of 

life. We feel so blessed to have such a wonderful 

church family! 
 

Eagle Scout Project 

Collin Kenily is working toward his Eagle Scout 

Award and has chosen for his project to construct a 

fire pit and benches on our church property for our 

congregation’s use.  He has presented the project 

and plans to the Property last month and the Board 

approved this project at their November meeting.  It 

is to be located to the East of Spangler Memorial. 

Once he raises the funds, he will begin.  Collin 

estimates the project will cost about $800. Anyone 

wishing to donate to his fund-raising efforts can do 

so by making your gift through Janice in the church 

office.  Thank you.   

 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 

 

I would like to order _______________ 

poinsettia(s) 

 

Red: ______    White ______    Pink______    

Jingle Bell ______ 

 

In Memory of: 

_________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of:    

_________________________________________ 

 

Given By: 

__________________________________________ 

 

My check is in the amount of 

$______________________ 

 

I am enclosing $ ___________________ cash 

 

 

Orders need submitted by December 17th 
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Advent Workshop Everyone is invited to join us on December 8th at 5 pm for the Advent Workshop. We will 

share a light dinner of soup and sandwiches and celebrate the beginning of Advent with our church family making 

crafts and singing Christmas carols!  This is a yearly tradition in our church family that we all eagerly anticipate.  

There will be crafts appropriate for all ages.  Gather your family and join us as we prepare our hearts for the 

journey to Bethlehem.  

 

Join us for Caroling  The JC and Kingdom Kids would like to invite you to join them as they spread Christmas 

cheer on December 14th. We plan to begin at 3 pm and end around 5 pm.  The children are invited back to the 

church following caroling for a Christmas movie and treats.  Please watch the bulletin for more information on 

where we will meet at 3 pm.  We would love to have you join us! 

 

Jesus Means Christmas to Me 

Practice has begun for the Children’s Christmas Musical that will be performed at 5 

p.m. on Christmas Eve. The musical is filled with upbeat and fun songs and the 

narration points young hearts to the wonder of the manger scene as it teaches them the 

real reason we celebrate the season. There is still time for your kids to join in the fun. 

Practice CDs are available. For more information, please call Susan at  

(740) 221-1030. 

 

 

Youth Summer Mission Trip 

The youth are excited to announce that their summer mission trip will be to Chattanooga, TN, June 6th-12th.   

While in Tennessee, the youth will have the opportunity to serve at local recreation centers and Boys and Girls 

clubs where Youthworks facilitates Kids Club programming each week. They will also get to serve alongside 

land preservation organizations and care for God’s creation. Every day will begin in devotion and end with 

worship. As we dedicate this week to God, we will find ourselves growing more aware of His presence in all the 

moments of the day.  We are so grateful to our church family for generously supporting our fundraisers so that 

we can make it possible for 21 youth and 5 adults to dedicate a week of their summer to service and growing in 

their relationship with Christ. 

 

Chili Lunch and Bake-Off 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who supported the chili lunch and bake-off! 

It was a huge success!  The youth really satisfied everyone’s 

sweet tooth with an array of fall inspired baked goods!  Our 

church family made over $900 worth of votes and team 

“Buckeye Central” went home with the trophy! 

 

 

 

 

BW3 Fundraiser 

The youth invite you eat at BW3 restaurant on Monday, December 16th in support of the youth summer mission 

trip to Chattanooga, TN.  Just present one of the tickets included in this newsletter for your dine-in or take-out 

order on this day and BW3 will donate 15% of your total bill to our youth group.  
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What’s Happening in Youth Groups? 

 

JC and Kingdom Kids (K-5th grade) 

On December 14th the JC and Kingdom Kids will gather to spread Christmas cheer to some of our homebound 

residents. We will begin at 3 pm and return to the church around 5 pm.  Those who are able to stick around for 

more holiday fun will share pizza and a Christmas movie.  Pick-up will be at the church at 7 pm.  Please mark 

your calendars!  RSVPs for caroling are due to Kim Paul by December 4th so that she can plan appropriately for 

travel and pizza.  Please stay tuned for details on where we will meet at 3 pm. 

 

 

Chi Rho (6th-8th Grade) and CYF (9th-12th Grade) 

December Calendar 

 
 

Sunday, December 1st 6-7:30 

Regular Youth Group Meeting 

 

Sunday, December 2nd, 5 pm-7:30 

Advent Workshop 

The youth will help provide leadership and directions at the craft tables that are set up in the Fellowship Hall.  

Please plan to arrive at 4:30 for directions. 

 

Sunday, December 15th, 3:30-5:30 

Youth Group Christmas Party at the Lind Arena 

Put on your Santa Hat and skates and join us as we wheel around to our favorite Christmas tunes!  Cost of $3 is 

due by December 8th to reserve your spot.  Skate rental is $1 and will be paid that day.  The concession stand 

will be open. 

 

Board Meeting Highlights—November 14, 2019 

• Meeting opened by Moderator Cato Coleman. 

• Evangelism Committee reported that the Trunk or Treat was fun and successful, and they hope to have 

more join them next year. A plexiglass holder has been installed on the playground with information 

about church worship and Sunday School info. 

• Outreach report led to discussion of the warming shelter project and the homeless situation in 

Zanesville.  We will sponsor 40 children from Muskingum Co. this year through Prison Fellowship 

Angel Tree. 

• Kim reported that after meetings with the youth & parents it was decided they will be heading to 

Chattanooga, TN for their 2020 mission trip.  

• The Finance committee presented the proposed 2020 budget.  The budget was also presented in a 

narrative form this year. The board unanimously approved the budget.  It will now be presented to the 

congregation at a meeting on December 1st.  

• Rev Remster discussed the 5-year Visioning Team that is being formed to begin work in 2020.  

Next regular meeting of the board will be held January 9th at 7:00 p.m. 

  



The Z-Disciple  DECEMBER 2019 
 

 
 

December is filled with many outreach opportunities.  Please consider one or more of the many options below 

to be the hands and feet of Christ this Christmas season. 

 

Christmas Offering 

Our 2019 Christmas Offering will be supporting three very worthwhile causes.  

Stepping Stone, a transitional home for the homeless opened on Woodlawn Avenue earlier in 2019. Individuals 

are able to stay at Stepping Stone for up to six months. Residents have daily chores and regular cleaning under 

upkeep. They will also have strict rules to follow. 

 

The holidays can be a very sad time for some folks.  Our second area of support will be a donation to the 

Muskingum County Suicide Prevention Coalition, Mental Health & Recovery Services.  

 

Eastside Community Ministry helps low income residents in a variety of ways and we want to help support their 

efforts as well. 

 

Your donations help support just three of the many good programs in our area that help people every day of the 

year.   

 

Mitten Garland 

As is the annual tradition at First Christian Church we will again be collecting mittens, gloves, scarves and 

winter hats through December 22nd for the children of the area.  These items will be distributed to Zanesville 

City pre-school, Salvation Army and Eastside Community Ministry.   Please consider donating a pair of gloves 

or mittens to help keep a child warm this winter.  

 

Prison Ministry Fellowship-Angel Tree 

First Christian Church will once again be participating in the Prison Ministry Fellowship Angel Tree Program.  

This program allows inmates of correction facilities who have children that live in Muskingum County to 

receive a gift on behalf of the incarcerated parent.  Angels are located on the Christmas tree in the chapel. 

Please sign your name on the sheet located under the Christmas tree with the “Angel” you have selected.  

Prison Ministry requests that we by gift(s) totally no more than approximately $20 per child.  The intent of this 

ministry is not to provide an entire Christmas for the child but to let the child know that their incarcerated parent 

has remembered the child at Christmas. Please have wrapped gifts returned to the church chapel by 2:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday, December 18th.  

 

Food Collection 

With reflections of peace, love and joy this Christmas season, let us remember those who are less fortunate.  As 

you are doing your holiday groceries shopping why not buy an extra can or two of food to place in our grocery 

cart located next to the elevator.  Food donations are given to the Eastside Community Ministry Pantry.  We are 

thankful for your generosity and continued support of this important ministry, feeding God’s people.     
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Online and Text Giving Available Soon 

For your convenience, effective December 1st, First Christian Church will be accepting online and text giving.  

 

This service is provided by Engage Giving which is a product of our church database system. To utilize this 

feature, you will need to set up an individual account with Engage. Here are directions to set up your account: 

You will navigate to https://engage.suran.com/fccz and create an account which consists of a Username and 

Password of your choosing. A valid email is required which needs to be the same email address that we have on 

file with the church. The on-screen prompts will direct you through the steps. Your family information will also 

be reflected on this site and you will have the option to change information as necessary (without notifying the 

church office). 

 

You will be able to securely view Giving History in addition to setting up recurring gifts. 

An email will then be sent to the email address entered. This email will contain a password code which is then 

used to set (or reset) your password. 

 

A QR code is simply a graphic representation of a URL.  

This QR code will be published in the weekly announcements, on our webpage, and 

various other locations. It directs you to the giving portal to set up or maintain your 

account.  

 

 

Text Giving: 

Text GEN to (740) 202-9500. You will receive a link to instructions on setting up your text giving account. 

 

We are excited to bring this feature to you and hope that it helps you with your effort to support the ministry of 

mission of First Christian Church. Please contact Janice Fox in the church office with any questions. 

 

Other functions of the Engage portal will follow in the months ahead.  

https://engage.suran.com/fccz
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Weekly Worship: 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:30 am 

Wednesday 1:00 pm 

 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 1st Week of Advent 

9:30 am Children’s Rehearsal 

4:30 am Praise Team 

 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 
1 pm Worship 

1:30 pm Quilters 

5:45 pm Hand Chimes 

7 pm Choir 

 

5 
6 pm Wreath Making 

Workshop 

7 pm Property 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 2nd Week of Advent 

9:30 am Elders 

9:30 am Children’s Rehearsal 

4 pm Blue Christmas 

4:30 pm Praise Team 

5 pm Advent Workshop 

 

9 

 

10 11 
1 pm Worship 

1:30 pm Quilters 

5:45 pm Hand Chimes 

7 pm Choir 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

15 3rd Week of Advent 

 

9:30 am Children’s Rehearsal 

6 pm Antrim Choir 

 

 

16 

 
BW3 Fundraiser 

17 
 

18 
1 pm Worship 

1:30 pm Quilters 

5:45 pm Hand Chimes 

7 pm Choir 

19 

 

20 21 
 

22 4th Week of Advent 

 

11:30 am Children’s Practice 

 

 

23 24 
Christmas Eve 

Services 

1:00, 5:00, and 10:00 

25 Merry Christmas 

 

26 

 

27 28 

 

29 

 

 

 

30 

 

31 New Year’s Eve 
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Acolytes 
December 1, 2019 

  8:30 Lydia Huy 

10:30 Leila & Tillman Hawk 

 

December 8, 2019 

  8:30 Lydia Huy 

10:30 Sadee McCuen 

Sydney Allen 

 

December 15, 2019 

  8:30 Lydia Huy 

10:30 Carolyn Geis 

Sydney Allen 

 

December 22, 2019 

8:30 Lydia Huy 

10:30 Leila & Tillman Hawk 

 

December 29, 2019 

8:30 Lydia Huy 

10:30 Kenton Casey 

Reece Neal 

 

January 5, 2020 

8:30 Lydia Huy 

10:30 Leila & Tillman Hawk  

Jr. Deacons 
Sydney Allen Jacob Devoll 

Matthew Baldwin Tillman Hawk 

Gaige Brailer Jacob Hittle 

Jayson Brazell Rylee McCuen 

Callie Buchanan Anna Paul 

Chloe Buchanan Trey Wilson 

  

  

  

  

Greeters 

December 1, 2019 

8:30 Margaret Hayes 

Melanie Mast 

10:30 Mike & Amy Whitson 

 
December 8, 2019 

8:30 The Jim Robinson Family 

10:30 Kay Newlon 

Rick Griffin 

 
December 15, 2019 

8:30 Fred Grant 

Brigitte Bryant 

10:30 Kris Geis 

Georgia Robison 

 
December 22, 2019 

8:30 Jerry & Susan Sutherland 

10:30 Mary Arnold 

Heather Near 

 

December 29, 2019 

8:30 Ken & Sandy Jones 

10:30 Velma Huntsman 

Doris Ross 

 

Communion Preparers 
Mary Arnold & Heather Near 

 

Deacons 

Sandy Grizzard Jared Moon 

Ed Henderson Tanya Sturtz 
Marianne Henderson Matt Tice 

Lori Hittle Kari Ward 

Jason Kehrberg John Wheeler 

David King Vicki Wheeler 

Brenda King Amy Wilson 

Jim Wilson 

 

Elders 

December 1, 2019 

8:30 Becky Cooper 

Susan Frye 

10:30 Brady Neal 

Michelle Neal 

December 8, 2019 

8:30 Mary Arnold 

Becky Coper 

10:30 Lori Buchanan 

John Moon 

December 15, 2019 

8:30 Cato Coleman 

Marcia Coleman 

10:30 Denise Baker 

Dick Church 

December 22, 2019 

8:30 John Grubbs 

Susan Grubbs 

10:30 Brady Neal 

Michelle Neal 

December 29, 2019 

8:30 Susan Frye 

Becky Cooper 

10:30 Beth Fineran  

Mary Arnold 

 

 

Welcoming Team 
8:30 Mary Lou Delbert 

Kelsey Delbert 

Cato & Marcia Coleman 

10:30 Scott & Joan Barr 

 Denise Baker 

Barbara Cornell 

  

  

  

  

  

Worship Leaders 

December 1, 2019 

8:30 Advent Family 

10:30 Advent Family 

 

December 8, 2019 

8:30 Advent Family 

10:30 Advent Family 

 

December 15, 2019 

8:30 Advent Family 

10:30 Advent Family 

 

December 22, 2019 

8:30 Advent Family 

10:30 Advent Family 

 

December 29, 2019 

8:30 Sue Frye 

10:30 Bud Krause 

 

 

     Lectors 

December 1, 2019 

10:30 Tillman Hawk 

 

December 8, 2019 

10:30 Anna Paul 

 

December 15, 2019 

10:30 Larry Paul 

 

December 22, 2019 

10:30 Alaina Paul 

 
December 29, 2019 

10:30 Callie Buchanan 
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Happy Birthday to: 
Sydney Allen  December 3 
Steven Kimberly December 3 

Samuel Wegner December 3 

Ashton Erwine December 4 

Shirley Williamson December 4 

Bob Bednarczuk December 5 

Kim Gaskill  December 5 

Allison Gordon December 5 

David Griffin  December 5 

Jayson Brazell  December 6 

Graisyn Roberts December 6 

Mary Lou Delbert December 7 

Rev. Philip Hunt December 8 

Kenneth Jones  December 8 

Shari Melick  December 8 

Jana Fulks  December 9 

Jacob Untied  December 9 

Tiffany Kight  December 11 

Adalyn Moon  December 12 

Hailey Watts  December 13 

Janetta Rose  December 15 

Marissa Rose  December 15 

Matt Perry  December 17 

Jill Smith  December 17 

Brad Baker  December 18 

Jared Moon  December 18 

Sarah Moon  December 18 

Susan Thompson December 20 

Stacey Fineran  December 21 

Barry Supplee  December 22 

Dennie Haddox December 24 

Ed Henderson  December 24 

Martha Pettry  December 25 

Elise Tonneman December 26 

Kimberlee Dunn December 27 

Vicki Miller  December 29 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 
Dennie & Joyce Haddox December 1 

Mel & Deborah Granberg December 3 

Bob & Shirley Williamson December 15 

Deidra & David Allen  December 20 

Trish & Dick Church  December 22 

Tom & Kathi Heins  December 23 

Denise & Jody Baker  December 30 

 

* Shut In 

 

 

Your Special Day 

We typically list special birthdays as 80, 85, 90, and 

each year thereafter. We list anniversaries at 50, 60, 

70, etc. However, we are happy to share your 

special day whenever it is; just let us know. 

 

 

 

 

 
Advent, which marks the beginning of the church 

year, is “the first gleam of Christmas,” writes W.E. 

Sangster. “It heralds the entrance of the Divine into 

human history; it is heaven descending to earth; it is 

a great event casting its brilliance before it.” 

Sangster adds: “It is as though a trumpeter had 

taken his stand upon the turrets of time and 

announced the coming of the King. ‘Get ready,’ he 

seems to say. ‘Get ready. He is coming!’” 

 

 


