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Sunday School Teachers Bless us All! 

As I prepare to be away on sabbatical this summer, our congregation is preparing to honor our 

Sunday School Teachers in June. It reminded of something I once read. 

James Michener, the author of books such as The Source and Hawaii, was once invited by 

President Eisenhower to a dinner at the White House. He answered the president with these 

words:  

 

“Dear Mr. President: I received your invitation three days after I had agreed to speak a few 

words at a dinner honoring the wonderful high school teacher who taught me how to write. I 

know you will not miss me at your dinner, but she might at hers.”  

 

President Eisenhower answered Michener by saying, “In his lifetime a man lives under 15 or 16 

presidents, but a really fine teacher comes into his life but rarely.”  

 

We are fortunate indeed to have the influence of great teachers.  This month we pause to lift up 

those who give their time, effort and love to teach as part of our Christian Education Program. 

Our Sunday School teachers teach classes ranging in age from preschool through 90+ years. 

They sacrifice their time to prepare lessons, decorate classrooms, teach with loving care and 

most importantly, to “be there” for their students.  Some weeks their classroom is filled with 

eager young minds and other weeks there are only a couple students.  Yet every Sunday, our 

teachers are there, ready with a lesson that helps us navigate life at whatever age we may be at 

the time.  Their lessons, faith and love help us to grow in our relationship to God. Lessons that 

last a lifetime.   

 

On Sunday, June 4
th

 we will recognize our Sunday School Teachers.  Please help us by adding 

your thanks and support for the important ministry that these individuals share with our 

congregation each week.  And if has been a while since you’ve visited one of our Sunday School 

classes, why not join them this Sunday.  

Thank you to all those who have a part in the Christian Education Ministry of First Christian 

Church.  You do bless us every day.   

 

                                                                                                               Shalom, 

           Dawn 
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Sabbatical Plans 

Dawn shared this information at the worship services on May 21
st
 & 24

th
 but in case you missed it… 

 The Board has given Dawn a sabbatical that will begin May 28
th

 and end August 12
th

.  

 This Sabbatical includes 9 weeks of study and renewal leave and 2 weeks of vacation 

 Rev. Margot Connor will cover the worship services while I am away on both Wednesday & Sundays 

and provide pastoral care as needed.  She is available to come on other days if needed. 

 Our Elders will be helping Margot in making hospital calls. 

 Rev. Vickie Kumorowski and Rev. William Harris, are also available for pastoral care needs if the 

situation is urgent.   

 

 I have a job for each of you while I am away: 

1. Show up for worship—I know that summer is a busy season but don’t neglect your need for 

worship and this community’s need for your presence here because I am away.   

2. Please call the church if there is a pastoral need that you are aware of for you or your family 

members.  I have set up a plan to meet your needs but if we don’t know you need pastoral care, 

the plan won’t work.  You can call the church 740-453-3437 any time and leave a message. 

3. The leadership of our church is available if you have questions or concerns.  You can call Dave 

& Penny Higgins or Cato & Marcia Coleman and will find them very attentive. 

4. I’m counting on you to greet our visitors.  Margot won’t know who is visiting but you are in the 

best position to ensure a warm welcome to FCC.  

5. Continue to share the love of God in all those many ways you do so well.  

 

 Thank you for this gift of sabbatical.  I’m praying for all of you each day and I hope you will lift me in 

your prayers as well for this time of renewal.  I look forward to being back in your midst in August.   

 

God bless you.  Dawn 

 

 

 

Contact Information for Ministry here at FCC this summer: 

First Christian Church      740-453-3437        zvillefcc@sbcglobal.net   

Summer office hours:  

Monday 9 a.m.-noon 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Friday 9 a.m.-noon 

You can also leave a message on the church answering machine. 

Rev. Margot Connor (614) 270-5653, ogram842@yahoo.com 

Margot lives in Columbus so if your need is immediate, please call the church office or  

Rev. Vickie Kumorowski (740) 586-1322 

Kim Paul, ministry with children and youth (740) 221-1305, kimdpaul@gmail.com  

Dave & Penny Higgins, Co-Board Moderators  (740) 453-4167,  h1ggins@yahoo.com 

Cato & Marcia Coleman, Co-Board vice Moderators (740) 982-6991, 

        ccolema3@columbus.rr.com 
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A Memo from Rev. Margot Connor:  

 

Dear friends, 

 

I am so looking forward to my time in Zanesville this summer as your pastor Dawn is able to get 

some rest and re-creation during her Sabbatical. Having served this church as associate pastor 

over twenty five (!!) years ago, I know there are some old friends here as well as many, many 

new friends to meet. My plan is to be present in Zanesville every Sunday and Wednesday, but I 

am available to you as needed.  I am just a phone call  

(614-270-5653) or email (ogram842@yahoo.com) away if you have any concerns or questions to 

share.  

 

After our celebration of Pentecost June 4
th

, I plan to spend the summer looking at the ancient 

stories and people of Genesis and what they have to say to us today.  It should be interesting! 

 

On Sunday June 11
th

 during the Sunday school hour and after church we will have a “Cosmic 

Walk” for anyone who is interested in a meditative exploration of the awesomeness of the 

time/space of the universe. This seems fitting for a Sunday devoted to creation. 

 

In July, I will be leading a 5 week study of the book The Soul of the Pilgrim by Christine 

Valters Paintner in which we will explore eight spiritual practices.  You can come to one or to all 

of the classes and buying and reading the book is completely option. 

  

I cannot overstate what a blessing it is for me to be able to come back to Zanesville and to help 

my friend, your pastor, to find renewal this summer.  

 

Yours because I am His, 

Margot 
 

 

 

Board Highlights—May 11, 2017 

 Meeting opened by Moderator Dave Higgins.  Penny Higgins opened meeting with prayer. 

 Committee reports were reviewed 

 Kim reported that 21 are going on the youth mission trip in June to Louisville, KY.  Playground work 

continues each Saturday morning at 8 a.m. This project is being done with volunteers and we appreciate 

the help.  All are welcome to be part.   

 Nominating Committee presented their report. Board approved the slate of candidates.   

 Rev. Remster updated the board on plans for her sabbatical May 27-August 12
th

.  

 Congregational meeting to elect the slate of officers will be held June 4
th

 at 9:30 a.m.  Meeting closed 

with prayer.   

 At this time there are no new items for the agenda at the July board meeting. The meeting is scheduled 

for July 13
th

 but will not be held unless new business needs to be addressed.  You will be notified by 

email and church publications if the July meeting will be held.  
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We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the families to 

have recently lost loved ones. 

   Ben Appleby’s grandmother, Margaret Keagle, 

died May 5
th

 in Michigan. 

   George Graham died May 5
th

. 

   Kurt Lattimer, grandson of Sharon Lattimer, died 

May 9
th

. 

   David Meyer, husband of Mary Meyer (now 

living in California) died on May 10
th

. 

   Donna Pemberton died May 21
st
. 

 

Congratulations! 

Oliver Meade Grant, son of Stephanie (Melick) and 

Rob Grant, was born April 26
th

. 

 

New Members 
We welcome the Roberts family to First Christian 

Church. Levi and Jessy Roberts have three children, 

Parker (who was recently baptized), Graisyn, and 

Griffin. 

 

Newly Baptized Members 

We congratulate the following members who have 

been baptized this spring: Sarah Moon, Wyatt 

Hillis, Gaige Brailer, and Parker Roberts 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

The congregational meeting to elect a new slate of 

officers will be held on Sunday, June 4
th

 at 9:30 

a.m. in the fellowship hall.  Newly elected officers 

will begin their terms on July 1
st
.  Plan to join us.  

 

Elders Meeting 

Mark your calendars for next Elder’s meeting on 

June 8
th

 at 6:30 p.m.  At this meeting we will orient 

newly elected Elders, thank out going Elders, 

distribute schedules, shepherding lists, etc. and take 

care of a few other items.  We will meet in the 

Sanctuary.  Please plan to be there.  If for some 

reason you cannot be present, please let the church 

office know.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Jen Ward 
Jen recently 

became a member 

of First Christian 

Church. She is the 

wife of Josh Baker 

and is shown with 

their son Logan. 

Denise Baker is her 

mother-in-law. 

 

The Moon 

Family 

Sarah Moon 

recently became 

of member of 

First Christian 

Church. She is 

pictured with her 

husband Jared, 

daughters Adalyn, 

Brooklyn, and 

son Camden. 

Thank You Choir! 

The Chancel Choir will take a respite for the 

summer months.  We thank the choir members for 

their faithful service in lifting the congregation in 

praise and worship each week. Thanks also to Susan 

Davis and Tim Remster for their tireless leadership 

and enthusiasm.   We will be blessed by gifts of 

special music from our members and friends that 

will inspire our worship during the summer months 

(you won’t want to miss this).   We are blessed by 

the gifts that our musicians share! 

 

Reminder from the Finance Committee:  
Each year we develop our church budget based on 

the giving estimates we receive on Consecration 

Sunday.  Many of you travel and find yourself away 

from home during the summer months. We still 

depend upon your financial support which 

undergirds our ministry and mission here at FCC.  

Thank you for your continued support. 
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Graduates Recognized  

On May 21
st
, we recognized our high school and 

college graduates during our worship services and 

grads and their families were treated to breakfast 

that morning prepared by the X Generation Class.  

Congratulations to graduates and their parents! 

 

Our High School Grads include: 

Olivia Allen who graduated from ZHS and plans to 

attend OUZ to study Nursing. 

 

Gavin Newton graduated from ZHS and has been 

accepted into Otterbein’s music program. 

 

Sierra Lyall graduated from high school in 

Lynchburg, VA. 

 

College graduates include: 
Dalton Flanagan, grandson of Marilyn Thorn, 

graduates from OSU and will be working for 

Facebook. 

 

Lauren Nichole Smith, daughter of Mel & 

Deborah Granberg, graduated from Ohio University 

on April 28, 2017 with a Bachelor of Science in 

Nursing, Cum Laude. She is a member of Sigma 

Theta Tau Nursing Honor Society, and class 

president.   

 

She will be starting her new job as an RN, BSN at 

The OSU Wexner Medical Center the end of June.  

 

Alex Robert Vousden, son of Kim & Bob 

Vousden, graduated this past December from Zane 

State College with an Associate of Technical 

Studies in Alternative Energy Systems. 

 

Abby Melick, Zane State, Nursing 

 

147
th

 Anniversary Celebration & Elder Emeritus 

In our worship services on Sunday, May 7
th

 we 

lifted up the 147
th

 Anniversary of our congregation.   

 
During the 10:30 service we had a special 

presentation making Bud Krause Elder Emeritus.  

Bud has served many, many terms as Elder and has 

provided leadership through the board, choir, 

Sunday school superintendent and in countless other 

ways for many year. Bud is always present and 

willing to serve in whatever way he can. Thank you 

Bud!   

 

Thanks Deacons Fund 

We received a note from a family were helped with 

proceeds from the Deacons Fund: 

“We want to thank you for the kindness of helping 

us with the money to help pay our electric bill. God 

bless you, your family, and your church.  

 

From Jim and Lee McPherson 

Thank you so much for the card shower for Elsie on 

her 98
th

 birthday. They brightened her outlook and 

her room. Thanks again. 

 

 

 

 

Lindsey Short, Miami of Ohio 

 

 

Worship Schedule for June, July & August 

Join us this summer as we gather for worship on Sundays at 8:30 & 10:30 a.m. 

and on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. in our chapel. 

Summer Sunday School will take place for all ages at 9:30 a.m.   

(in addition, a special Adult study will be held in July) 
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Food Collection 

As you do your weekly grocery shopping consider buying an extra can or two of soup to place in our grocery 

cart located next to the elevator.  Food donations are given to the Eastside Community Ministry Pantry.  We are 

thankful for your generosity and continued support of this important ministry, feeding God’s people.   

 

Bethel Community Center 

Thanks to all who help support the Bethel Community Snack program for the 2016-2017 school year. Your 

generosity in giving is a blessing to our church and the children served by Bethel.  

 

 Christ’s Table 

As many of you know we have been serving the 4
th

 Saturday of every month at Christ’s Table since September 

of 2007. Starting in July we will begin serving EVERY OTHER 4
th

 Saturday at Christ’s Table. For the 

remainder of 2017 we will be serving Saturday July 22nd, Saturday September 23
rd

 and Saturday November 

25
th

.  Thanks to all who have been a vital part of this outreach ministry in the past and to all of those who will 

be serving in the future in feeding God’s people .  

 

Mary Kitzig was the winner of this year’s Mission Trip Quilt.  The quilt will 

have special meaning to Mary as she will be serving as a mission trip leader for 

the 3rd time this year.  The youth are grateful to everyone who purchased tickets 

as well as Elsie McPherson who donate the top and the quilters (Judy Gorsky, 

Sheila Raisbeck, and Beth and Rita Fineran) for their faithful ministry. 

 

We celebrate with those who have recently graduated from High School or 

College.  Our graduates were honored during our services on May 21st with a 

gift of a Bible.  Their families were also treated with a special breakfast hosted 

by the Chi Generation class that morning.  Our High School Graduates include: 

Olivia Allen and Gavin Newton. Our college graduates include: Dalton 

Flanagan, Abby Melick, Lauren Smith, Lyndsey Short and Alex Vousden. 

 

 

Donations Needed for Otter Camp 

Otter Campers will need the following supplies for the crafts they will make during their week at camp.    

● Glass jars (salsa/jelly/pickle size) 

● Gift/shopping bags (around 14" tall, for carrying crafts home) 

● Poly-fill and/or plastic bags - used to stuff a sock craft 

● Bubble wrap - for getting fragile crafts home safely 

● Ribbon/yarn/fabric strips/beads 

 

And for their mission project the Otter Campers will be helping our canine furry friends. We are asking for 

donations of dry dog food and gallon-sized zip-loc bags for this project. 

 

Donations can be left in the tub in the hallway. 
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What’s Happening in Youth Groups? 

 

And We’re Off...After months of anticipation 16 middle and high school youth and 5 adults will leave for 

Louisville, KY on Sunday, June 11th.  They are all eager to spend the week growing in faith and serving in the 

name of Christ.  They will be posting pictures and updates on the church’s Facebook page.  Please keep these 

adult leaders and youth in their prayers while they are away:   Ben Appleby, Sydney, Justin and Olivia Allen, 

Matthew Baldwin, Callie Buchanan, Jill Bednarczuk, Jacob Devoll, Miranda Geis, Jacob Hittle, Charlie 

Huizenga, Skyler Irvin, Nolan Kimberly, Mary Kitzig, Anna and Kim Paul, Austin Perry, Sierra Smith, Mady 

and Trey Wilson and Izabella Yerian. The team will share about their experience during 8:30 and 10:30 worship 

on June 25th. 

 

In May the JC and Kingdom Kids snuck graduation signs and balloons into the yards of our high school 

graduates!  Then they we went to Bethel Community Center where we hosted a game day for the Bethel Kids.   

 

 
 

We would like to extend a special thank you to the youth leaders who not only have helped our children and 

youth grow in faith, fellowship and service, but who have also been a constant, loving presence in their lives.  

Leaders include:  Lori Buchanan and Kim Paul (JC and Kingdom Kids), Charlie Huizenga and Lisa Sturtz (Chi 

Rho), Adam and Shaye Jones and Larry Paul (CYF). 

 

Camp Christian 

We have a number of youth who will be attending Camp Christian during the summer.  If you would like to 

send a letter to one of our campers, you are encouraged to send it early in the week, as mail is slow arriving to 

camp. Letters and cards can be mailed to: 

Camp Christian in Ohio, 10335 Maple Dell Rd., Marysville, OH, 43040. 

 

Grandparent’s Camp, June 2nd and 3rd- Isabelle Near and Mary Arnold, Milo and Alana Huizenga;  These 

campers will not be at camp long enough to receive mail, but would appreciate your prayers! 

CYF Camp (Week 1), June 11-17- Mary Arnold will be serving as Director this week. 

Otter Camp, June 18-24 - Chloe Hadley and Alaina Paul.  Kim Paul will also be serving as an Assistant 

Director and Kari Ward will be serving as a Counselor. 

CYF Week (Week 2), June 25-July 1 - Gavin Newton, Austin Perry and Sierra Smith 

Chi Rho: July 9 – Jacob Devoll and Jaxson Rice-Ford 

Shirley Hicks will again serve as Camp Nurse the week of July 16-22. 

Zack Devoll will serve as Counselor the week of July 23-29. 
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Families mark your calendars for July 17-21 when your children are invited to Rome where we will meet Paul 

and learn about the Underground Church.  We will travel back in time and see, hear, touch and 

taste what it was like to live in Rome in the bible times. We will explore the 

Marketplace Shops, visit Paul, play fun games, dance to lively dance songs and sample 

tasty tidbits.  Be sure to invite your friends now and let them know that every family 

that registers by July 10th will receive a free CD of the VBS music!  Registration 

forms are in this newsletter and also available in the literature rack outside the church 

office. 

 

Vacation Bible School....You Can Still Help! 

Although VBS is just right around the corner, it is not too late for you to lend a hand!  Here are a few ways you 

can still be a part of this important ministry: 

 

 Our Tent Hosts and Family Leaders could use an assistant to help.  You would not have to lead 

activities, but offer an extra set of hands and a smiling face.  Contact Kim Paul, 221-1305 if you would 

like to be an assistant. 

 Help the decorating committee set up decorations on July 16th. 

 Sign up to make a donation.  There is a donation board outside the Chapel.  Take a look and see what 

treasure you can share!  We will be in special need of canopy tents, greenery, rugs, vases, and pots for 

decorating our Marketplace. 

 

Meeting for VBS Volunteers 

There will be a meeting for ALL VBS volunteers on Thursday, July 10th at 6:30.  At this meeting all 

volunteers will have an opportunity to pick out a costume for the week, receive Leader Manuals, finalize details, 

and have questions answered.  Please let Kim Paul know if you will not be able to attend this important 

meeting.  Any VBS volunteer that has not had Child Protection Plan training should come at 6 pm. 

 

 

 

Bill Factor and Margaret Hayes help with VBS decorating 

 
        Work continues on the new playground 

        Left to right: Dan McPherson, Dave Spragg, Matt 

        Tice, Den Huy, Ben Appleby, and Beth Fineran 
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Weekly Worship: 

Sunday 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Sunday School 9:30 am 

Wednesday 1:00 pm 

  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   1 
 

7 pm Property 

2 3 

4 

9:30 Congregational 

Meeting 

 

SS Teacher Appreciation 

5 6 7 
 

1:30 pm Quilters 

 

 

 

8 
 

6:30 pm  

Elders Meeting 

9 10 

11 

 

9:30 Deacon Orientation 

 

   Mission Trip------------ 

12 
 

 

 

--------------------- 

13 
 

 

 

---------------------- 

14 
 

1:30 pm Quilters 

 

---------------------- 

 

15 
 

 

 

------------------------ 

16 
 

 

 

-------------------------- 

17 

18 

 
9 20 21 

 

1:30 pm Quilters 

 

 

 

22 23 24 
 

10 am Christ’s Table 

25 

 

26 27 28 
 

1:30 pm Quilters 

 

 

 

29 30  
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Acolytes 
June 4, 2017 

  8:30 Caleb & Caden Miller 

10:30 Aubrey Miracle 

Alaina Paul 

 

June 11, 2017 

  8:30 Lydia Huy 

Carolyn Buckliew 

10:30 Janetta & Marissa Rose 

 

 

June 18, 2017 

  8:30 Caleb & Caden Miller 

10:30 Callie & Chloe 

Buchanan 

 

June 25, 2017 

8:30 Lydia Huy 

Carolyn Buckliew 

10:30 Janetta & Marissa Rose 

 

 

July 2, 2017 

8:30 Caleb & Caden Miller 

10:30 Kenton Casey 

Koben Bowen 

 

Jr. Deacons 
Justin Allen  

Olivia Allen  

Callie Buchanan  

Jacob Devoll  

Nolan Kimberly  

Anna Paul  

Austin Perry  

Trey Wilson  

Mady Wilson  

Izabella Yerian  

 

Greeters 

June 4, 2017 

8:30 Jerry & Susan 

Sutherland 

10:30 Norma Jardine 

Adam Jones 

 
June 11, 2017 

8:30 Barb Rinkes 

Sandy Grizzard 

10:30 Paul & Sharon Krause 

 
June 18, 2017 

8:30 Marianne & Ed 

Henderson 

10:30 Mike & Amy Whitson 

 
June 25, 2017 

8:30 Karen Huy 

Georgia Paynter & Lydia 

10:30 Diana Yerian 

Carry & Izabella Yerian 

 

Communion Preparer 
Marcia Coleman 

 

Deacons 

Valencia Clark Kathy Short 

Dave Desender Phil Short 

Lexie Desender Sandy Untied 

Fritzi Gibson Kari Ward 

Brenda King Lori Ward 

David King Mike Whitson 

John Moon  

Jack Morrow  

Nancy Morrow  

 

 

 

 

Elders 

June 4, 2017 

8:30 Penny Higgins 

Dave Higgins 

10:30 Denise Baker 

Jill Bednarczuk 

 

June 11, 2017 

8:30 Randy Roberts 

Kim Fouch 

10:30 Jason Kehrberg 

Amy Wilson 

 

June 18, 2017 

8:30 Bill Factor 

Beth Fineran 

10:30 Lori Buchanan 

Dale Newlon 

 

June 25, 2017 

8:30 Mary Arnold 

Heather Near 

10:30 Peggy Gordon 

Jim Wilson 

 

 

Welcoming Team 
8:30 Rebecca & William 

Cooper 

Jim & Lee McPherson 

10:30 Jerry & Susan 

Sutherland 

Judie Snyder  

Kari Ward 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Worship Leaders 

June 4, 2017 

8:30 Dave Desender 

10:30 Matt Perry 

 

June 11, 2017 

8:30 Sandy Grizzard 

10:30 Dale Newlon 

 

June 18, 2017 

8:30 Penny Higgins 

10:30 Lori Ward 

 

June 25, 2017 

8:30 John Grubbs 

10:30 Jason Kehrberg 

 

 

Lectors 

June 4, 2017 

10:30 Anna Paul 

 

June 11, 2017 

10:30 Elder 

 

June 18, 2017 

10:30 Alaina Paul 

 

June 25, 2017 

10:30 Anna Paul 
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Happy Birthday to: 
Jack Morrow   June 1  

Justin Allen   June 2  

Trey Wilson   June 2  

Emma Wright   June 3  

Joan Barr   June 4  

Linda Hughes   June 4  

Jim Buchanan   June 5  

Ali Waite   June 5  

Marilyn Dick   June 6  

Susie Mercer   June 7  

Charles Fineran  June 8 

Judy Gaumer   June 9  

Burdeen Higginbotham June 9 

Virgil Untied   June 9  

Lori Ward   June 9  

John Wheeler   June 9  

Chet Centers   June 10 

Katie Grubbs   June 11  

Alaina Grace Paul  June 11  

Ed Ward   June 12  

Terri Carpenter  June 13  

Connie Coleman  June 14  

Amanda McLaughlin  June 17 

Kimberly Close-Hittle  June 19  

Jane Cooper   June 19  

Mason Hillis   June 19  

Keith Sarbaugh  June 21  

Missy Wilson   June 21  

Tom Heins   June 22  

Wanda Boughton  June 23  

Roehnell Drue   June 23  

Kay Newlon   June 23  

Judy Tolley   June 23  

Allen Howard   June 24  

Alexander Kehrberg  June 25  

Traci Milner   June 26  

Evelyn Andrews  June 28  

Christi Desender  June 30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 
Scott & Joan Barr  June 1 

Rick & Lori Griffin  June 4  

David & Christi Desender June 5  

James & Linda Hughes June 5  

Chet & Leisa Centers  June 6 

Vicki & John Wheeler June 9  

Terry & Valencia Clark June 10  

Dawn & Tim Remster  June10  

Richard & Judy Newsom June 11  

Janice & Bob Fox  June 16  

Earl & Gayla Smith  June 17  

Lynn & Stephanie Coulter June 19  

Dick & Pam Lear  June 21  

Kevin & Lori Hittle  June 22  

Bruce & Beth Iden  June 22  

Randy & Molly Roberts June 24  

Jana & Kenny Fulks  June 25  

Susan & Rodger Joe Davis June 27  

Phil & Betty Wilson  June 28  

Kim & Larry Paul  June 29  

Carl & Connie Coleman June 30  

 

“Summer Flowers” 

Behold the flowers of June!  

How fair and bright their buds appear,  

as, opening to the summer air,  

our eyes and hearts they cheer!  
 

Who would have thought there could abound  

such beauty and delight  

beneath the cold and wintry ground  

that hid those flowers from sight?  
 

That power which made and governs all —  

the mighty power of God —  

alone could life and beauty call  

out of the lifeless sod.  
 

And he, who from the winter’s gloom  

can summer thus disclose,  

shall one day make the desert bloom,  

and blossom as the rose.  
 

—Anonymous 
 


